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1. Background
1.1.

This Environmental Report has been prepared as part of the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) of the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Management Plan Review. The statutory consultation bodies (Natural England, Historic
England and the Environment Agency) must agree the scope and level of detail to be
contained in the Environmental Report. The SEA Scoping Report went out for consultation
during August and September 2018.

1.2.

Natural England and Historic England commented. Natural England confirmed that it was
content with the report; it covers the issues they would expect to see. They asked if one SEA
Objective could have an illustrative example added for clarity. Historic England was generally
happy with the report but wanted more indicators to monitor the historic environment and felt
that there was a need to identify future adverse trends affecting heritage assets. They also
suggested some up-dates to the other plans and programmes. There was no response from
the Environment Agency. It is assumed that they are content with the report.

1.3.

Two local authorities responded. Both Cannock Chase and South Staffordshire councils noted
that one paragraph had a description of the planning system that was out of date. South
Staffordshire went on to suggest improvements to the indicators, trends and other plans and
programmes.

1.4.

In response, six new indicators have been added to the monitoring table, possible adverse
trends on the integrity of heritage assets have been set out, and the schedule of plans and
programmes has been updated.

Strategic Environmental Assessment
1.5.

Strategic Environmental Assessment is a statutory requirement1 to ensure that land-use plans
and programmes that are likely to have significant effects on the environment are the subject
of a strategic assessment of options and alternative courses of action during plan preparation
in order to avoid or mitigate any adverse effects. The approach for carrying out the SEA of the
AONB Management Plan Review is based on current best practice and the following
guidance:







HMSO (September 2005) A Practical Guide to the SEA Directive, Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister, Scottish Executive, Welsh Assembly Government, Department of the Environment for
Northern Ireland.
Dodd et al (2007) The Appropriate Assessment of Spatial Plans in England: a guide to why,
when and how to do it, RSPB.
Natural Scotland (September 2006) Strategic Environmental Assessment Toolkit. Scottish
Executive.
Countryside Council for Wales (2008) The Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty in Wales Guidance on the Review of Management Plans
Richard Partington et al (January 2008) Guidance to English AONB Conservation Board s and
Boards on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of AONB Management Plans, Natural
England

1

Directive 2001/42/EC “on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the
environment”. Transposed into law by Statutory Instrument 2004 No. 1633 The Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the “SEA Regulations”), http://www.opsi.gov.uk/SI/si2004/sch1
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1.6.

1.7.

In order to integrate fully the SEA process with the production of the Management Plan there
is close collaboration with the review team. There are five stages to a Strategic Environmental
Assessment:
Stage A:

Scoping and consultation with Environmental Bodies

Stage B:

Assessment of plan content and analysis of alternatives

Stage C:

Preparation of an Environmental Report

Stage D:

Consultation with the public and consideration of the SEA findings by the
decision maker; and

Stage E:

Monitoring the performance of the plan against the SEA findings.

This report supports Stages B and C. The SEA Scoping Report consultation responses have
been considered and used to inform relevant sections of the SEA Environmental Report (this
document).

Purpose of the Environment Report
1.8.

1.9.

This Environmental Report sets out the findings of the Strategic Environmental Assessment
for the AONB Management Plan review. Its primary purpose is to identify, describe and
evaluate any significant environmental effects arising from implementing the management
plan, or any reasonable alternatives. Any significant beneficial effects are highlighted, as well
as recording any residual negative effects once mitigating measures are taken into account.
This assessment follows the requirements of the European Directive 2001/42/EC2 and the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 20043. The methodology
used follows the guidance set out in paragraph 1.5.

Cannock Chase AONB
1.10.

Designation of the Cannock Chase AONB was in 1958. It is the smallest mainland AONB, at 68
square kilometres. Cannock Chase is the largest surviving area of lowland heathland in the
Midlands. It is an area of high sandstone heather and bracken heathland with birch woodland
and extensive pine plantations. Dissected by secluded valleys and framed by a gentler
landscape of fine parklands and attractive villages, the AONB encloses the last oak remnant of
the ancient Cannock Forest. Lowland heath is an internationally scarce and threatened wildlife
habitat. A Special Area of Conservation covering some 1,237 hectares of the AONB gives
protection to the habitats. The AONB also has extensive areas of forest and woodland along
with areas of designed parkland, quarrying and mixed agriculture.

1.11.

Nearly two million people live within 30 kilometres of the AONB. Cannock Chase is an
important recreation area, both foe daytrips and for the growing population on its immediate
fringe. One of Britain's largest country parks conserves 1,214 hectares of the AONB. Many
footpaths and bridleways cross the Chase, including Forestry Commission trails and the
Staffordshire Way.

Management Plan review

2

European Directive 2001/42/EC “on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the
environment”, known as the Strategic Environmental Assessment or SEA Directive.
3
SEA Directive, 2001/42 transposed into English law through the ‘Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations 2004’ (Statutory Instrument No 1633)
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1.12.

Section 82 of the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 establishes the primary
purpose of AONB designation as the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty. Section
85 of the CRoW Act places a duty on all public bodies to ‘have regard’ to the ‘purpose of
conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area of outstanding natural beauty’. Under
Section 89, the ‘relevant local authorities’ must prepare and publish a Management Plan for
each AONB. The Management Plan is a statutory document and presents an agreed agenda
for the AONB, setting out objectives and policies for the local authorities, statutory agencies
and people who live and work in the area. The plan does not dictate actions within the
designated area and does not control agriculture, business or economic development activities
but seeks to manage change positively.

1.13.

There are five relevant local authorities for the Cannock Chase AONB. They are Staffordshire
County Council, Cannock Chase Council, Lichfield District Council, South Staffordshire Council
and Stafford Borough Council. These councils have established a joint committee under
Section 101 (5) of the Local Government Act 1972 to manage their obligations for the AONB.
Representatives of the five local authorities form the Joint Committee, with advisors from
Natural England, Forestry Commission, Cannock Chase AONB Advisory Partnership and the
AONB Officer (vacant).

1.14.

The current AONB Management Plan is for the 2014-19 period. CRoW requires a formal review
of each Management Plan at intervals of not more than five years. The Partnership is now
preparing the next 2019-24 Management Plan. Following consultation with local communities,
public bodies and agencies with an interest in the area, the Management Plan will present the
special qualities and features of the AONB and determine what policies and actions are
required to ensure their conservation and enhancement.

1.15.

The Management Plan sets out a framework that gives guidance and direction towards
achieving the long term Vision for the Cannock Chase AONB.
The Vision for the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

By 2039, the landscapes, habitats and heritage of Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
will be in good condition through positive management, with standards and facilities befitting their
national and international importance. There will be high levels of connectivity between the AONB and
its surrounds through its landscapes, habitats, heritage and cultural landscapes and communities.
The natural benefits of the AONB will have a positive impact on those who experience and enjoy the
Chase whether from local communities or further afield and these communities will in turn care for,
feel pride in and celebrate the AONB.

1.16.

The Plan takes a landscape-based approach to describe the special qualities of the AONB. It
has five themes, with text providing details of the priority objectives for each theme. Under each
priority objective sits one or more policies. There is also reference to the actions that will help
deliver each policy. The themes and objectives are:
THEMES

OBJECTIVES

Landscape Character and Planning

Maintain quality and distinctiveness
Enhance the landscape setting

Wildlife and Nature
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Enlarge and connect habitats
Historic Environment and Culture

Conserve the Chase’s heritage assets
Connect communities with the Chase’s history and culture
Treading lightly in the Chase

Experience and Enjoyment

A greener experience
Natural benefits for the community

Communities and Business

Businesses Supporting the Special Qualities

1.17.

The current draft of the Management Plan contains 31 policies. These are set out in
Appendix 1.

Relationships with other assessments
Habitat Regulation Assessment
1.18.

The EU Natura 2000 network provides ecological infrastructure for the protection of sites that
are of exceptional importance in respect of rare, endangered or vulnerable natural habitats
and species within the European Community. These sites, known as European sites, consist
of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Offshore Marine
Sites. It is common practice to treat RAMSAR sites (Internationally Important Wetlands) as if
they were European sites. The guidance recommends taking into consideration European
sites within the plan area and within 15km of its boundary.

1.19.

The current AONB Management Plan states that the area's 1237ha of heathland SSSI is
designated a Special Area for Conservation under the European Habitats Directive4. The
relevant European sites for the Cannock Chase AONB are set out in Table 1.
Table 1: Relevant European Sites
European Sites within the
AONB
Special Areas of
Conservation
Cannock Chase SAC

European Sites of interest outside the AONB
Special Areas of
Conservation

Special Protection Areas &
RAMSAR

Cannock Extension Canal
SAC

Midland Meres & Mosses Phase 1
RAMSAR

Mottey Meadows SAC

Humber Estuary SPA & RAMSAR

Pasturefields Salt Marsh
SAC
River Mease SAC
West Midland Mosses SAC
Humber Estuary SAC

4

Primary reason for designation is that it is one of the best areas in the UK for European dry heaths; a
qualifying feature is the significant presence of North Atlantic wet heaths.
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1.20.

Habitat Regulations Assessment is a statutory requirement5 to ensure that the protection of
the integrity of European sites is a part of the planning process at a regional and local level.
Any plan or project not directly connected to the management of the European site but likely
to have a significant effect upon it (either individually or in combination with other plans or
projects) shall be the subject of an appropriate assessment of its implications for the
European site in view of the site’s conservation objective. The AONB Management Plan is the
subject of an appropriate assessment.

Relationship to other policies, plans and programmes
1.21.

A key element in the SEA process is to review relevant international, national, regional and
local policy guidance, plans and strategies, in order to:
 Ensure the Management Plan proposals and the SEA are consistent with and comply
with the requirements of relevant plans and policies, especially where they refer to
environmental priorities;
 Identify environmental objectives, key targets and indicators that should be reflected in
the SEA;
 Provide evidence for the SEA rationale.

1.22.

The selection criteria were:
 International documents having the status of an EU plan, policy or programme
 National documents having the status of a national strategy or a White Paper outlining
intended policy
 Regional and local documents having the status of strategy or policy
 Other documents not having a statutory status but policy documents published by the
statutory bodies
Appendix 2 presents a list of the documents reviewed. Full reference details and a brief
assessment of each document are in the SEA Scoping Report.

Legislation, Conventions and national advice
1.23.

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is a statutory landscape designation. The National Parks
and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, as modified by the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000, provides the primary legislation for the designation of Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. From the Acts, a particular set of objectives is developed for AONBs6:


The primary purpose of designation is to conserve and enhance natural beauty.



In pursuing the primary purpose of designation, account should be taken of the needs of
agriculture, forestry, other rural industries and of the economic and social needs of local
communities. Particular regard should be paid to promoting sustainable forms of social
and economic development that in themselves conserve and enhance the environment.



Recreation is not an objective of designation, but the demand for recreation should be
met so far as this is consistent with the conservation of natural beauty and the needs of
agriculture, forestry and other uses.

5

Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21st May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and
flora. Transposed into law by the Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 (Habitats Regulation) as
amended in 1997 and in 2000 (in England only) as amended in 2017 (SI 1012).
6
Countryside Agency (2006), Guidance for the review of AONB Management Plans, CA221, Cheltenham,
August 2006
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1.24.

The European Landscape Convention was ratified by the UK in November 2006 and became
binding on the 1 March 2007. The Convention aims to ensure the proper protection,
management and planning of landscapes across Europe and aims to bring all countries up to
the standard of the best.

1.25.

In 2012, Defra and Natural England gave advice to AONB Partnerships and Relevant
Authorities on management plan reviews in the form of a note. The note highlights four
themes that may require some policy response. They are:
1.

Natural Environment White Paper (NEWP) – Many objectives of NEWP have direct
relevance for Protected Landscapes. The Defra Biodiversity 2020 Delivery Plan also
encourages large-scale initiatives in AONBs and has the milestone: AONB partnerships
to integrate Biodiversity 2020 and ecosystem targets into all AONB Management Plan
Reviews by March 2014.

2.

Climate change mitigation –There is a need to assess the opportunities and threats to
protected landscapes, given the progress made in renewable energy production and the
development of adaptation measures.

3.

Setting of Protected Landscapes – There is a greater imperative to consider the effect
of development in the setting of protected landscapes.

4.

Historic Environment –Cultural features, particularly those of historic interest, can
profoundly influence our perception of natural beauty. For this reason, it is appropriate
for AONB Management Plans to include policies and provisions supporting conservation
of the historic environment.

1.26.

Following the passing of the European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Act 2017, the UK’s
extraction from the European Union (Brexit) will take place during the life of the Management
Plan. The 30th September 2018 is the target date for agreeing the Brexit Terms and the 29th
March 2019 is set to be the day of Brexit. However, these dates can change by agreement;
and the UK Government has the option of stopping the exit process at any time. By the end of
September 2018 there will be a more certain understanding of the implications of Brexit.

1.27.

The natural environment of the Cannock Chase currently benefits from considerable support
from EU budgets. That support is very likely to stop unless the UK government gives a clear
undertaking to match the existing funding. There could be a period of inertia whilst building
new resources and structures.

1.28.

In January 2018, the Defra Secretary of State spoke to the NFU conference. He said that he
anticipates guarantees to protect the amount Defra allocates to farming support right up until
the end of this Parliament in 2022. He expressed the wish to simplify the support schemes
and eventually replace basic farm payments with a system of public money for public goods.
The Secretary of State only discussed agricultural support; he gave no views on the other
areas of EU funding.

1.29.

7

In 2018, Defra launched its 25-year plan for the environment7 that includes an action to work
with AONB Partnerships and Conservation Boards to deliver environmental enhancement,
including through demonstrator projects, and engaging with communities through their
statutory management plans. Defra also expressed a strong desire to develop a natural
capital approach to ensure that policies align with environmental outcomes and yield the best

Defra (2018) A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, HMSO
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return on every pound spent. They believe that investments in natural capital assets can
deliver significant value for money and generate economic returns that rank favourably with
those generated by more traditional infrastructure investments. Defra expect the AONB
Management Plan to secure the right mix of public and private funding and financing for
projects that protect and enhance natural assets.
Local Authorities
1.30.

The Cannock Chase AONB falls within five local authority areas. They are Staffordshire County
Council, Cannock Chase Council, Lichfield District Council, South Staffordshire Council and
Stafford Borough Council. These councils are the local planning authorities and the ‘relevant
authorities’ under the CRoW Act in respect of AONB Management Plans. Each council is
required to produce a development plan to guide spatial change and growth within their area.
These plans are either ‘Strategic Plans and/or Local Plans’. Each has policies that respect the
purposes of AONB designation but they also have wider social and economic duties. Local
planning authorities also prepare Supplementary Planning Documents, which can also include
guidance that affects development’s interaction with the AONB’s habitats/landscapes (e.g. the
Cannock Chase SAC mitigation guidance document/Cannock Chase’s Design SPD)

Government Agencies
1.31.

There is a range of Government Agencies whose actions impact upon the AONB. Their
strategies set high-level policy and generally cover the whole of the country. Any mention of a
particular site, such as the Cannock Chase, within these policies indicates the high national
importance of the topic. Around 18% of the area is protected for wildlife and/or geology with
Natural England monitoring management. Historic England has an interest in the scheduled
ancient monuments in the area.

2. Environmental and sustainability baseline information
Key local environmental trends
2.1.

The SEA Directive requires detailed baseline information to be gathered as part of the
assessment process. Information must be gathered on “relevant aspects of the current state of
the environment and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the plan” and the
“environmental characteristics of the areas likely to be significantly affected” (Annex I (b) & (c)).

2.2.

The baseline data is also required to highlight “any existing environmental problems which are
relevant to the plan or programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a
particular environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives
79/409/EEC (Birds Directive) and 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive)” (Annex I (c)).

2.3.

To assess future trends there is a need to establish a baseline. The AONB team maintains a
State of the AONB Report that presents an assessment of the area’s condition and the forces
for change. For developing this SEA Report, we use the State of the AONB Report 20188,
Natural England’s State of the Environment (West Midlands) Report, Natural England’s

8

LUC (2018), State of the AONB Report 2018, Cannock Chase AONB
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Cannock Chase and Cank Wood National Character Area Profile 679 and the evidence-base
attached to the preparation of the local authority Local Development Plans.
2.4.

In addition, there are two studies by Red Kite Environmental that report on the state of the
AONB and its peace and tranquillity.10 Lepus Consulting produced an AONB visitor survey
analysis in 201211. From 2004, there are annual fixed-point photography surveys at 56 sites in
the AONB. In 2011, this data was analysed by Landscape Matters12. These studies give some
insight into the factors affecting the AONB.

2.5.

The key issues associated with the environmental trends within the AONB and the likely
outcomes if no action is taken are shown in Appendix 3.

2.6.

Baseline information was collected in line with the Schedule 2 of the SEA Regulations. During
the SEA Scoping exercise, 65 key indicators found in the base-line table were grouped under
twelve topics identified as being of particular relevance to the environmental assessment. The
ten SEA topics are:
Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora;
2. Population;
3. Human Health;
4. Water;
5. Soil;
6. Air;
7. Climate Factors;
8. Material Assets;
9. Cultural Heritage; and
10. Landscape.
1.

2.7.

In addition, the assessment takes into consideration information on Sustainable Communities
and the Local Economy. The baseline will provide the basis for predicting and monitoring
effects and will help to identify sustainability problems and alternative ways of dealing with
them.

2.8.

Following the initial assessment there was an increase to 73 indicators. The indicators are in
Appendix 4.

Relevant environmental problems
2.9.

9

The State of the AONB Report assesses the current condition of the area’s special features.
For the SEA Assessment, ten SEA Environmental Objectives were developed. They represent
the local environmental issues and they will test whether the Management Plan policies (or their
absence) create adverse impacts on the special qualities of the AONB. Appendix 5 presents
the SEA Environmental Objectives, complete with the associated issues.

National Character Area Profile: 67 Cannock Chase and Cank Wood (NE347) (Natural England 2012)

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/3039205?category=587130
10

Red Kite Environmental (2010) Cannock Chase AONB – State of the AONB 2010, Cannock Chase AONB /
Red Kite Environmental (2010) Cannock Chase AONB – Peace and Tranquillity, Cannock Chase AONB
11
Lepus Consulting (2012) Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Visitor Survey Analysis,
Cheltenham
12
Landscape Matters (2011) Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Fixed Point Photography
Condition Monitoring Study 2004 – 2010
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3. Environmental Assessment
Methodology
3.1.

Step 1 is to consider the Management Plan draft text and test the compatibility of its objectives
and policies. The intent is to identify potential tensions or sensitivities where two or more
objectives interact. We collect the findings in a Compatibility Matrix and summarise them in
a chart.

3.2.

Using professional judgement, each relationship is plotted as:
= strong positive
= positive

+

-

Blank or 0

= mixed or uncertain
= minimal interaction
= negative

A commentary develops the findings to take account of the varying environmental sensitivities
of the different topic areas. The consideration of the compatibility of the vision for the AONB
and the defined special qualities of the area is a part of this stage. We express this as a
Policy Cascade supported by the commentary.
3.3.

Step 2 is to check each objective against the full range of SEA Objectives, as identified in the
SEA Scoping Report. The intent is to measure the significance of the effect in terms of:
 Beneficial or adverse effects;
 Magnitude of the effects;
 Reversible or irreversible effects.

3.4.

The findings emerge in a Consistency Matrix. A plot of each relationship uses the same
discipline as for the Compatibility Matrix.

3.5.

Step 3 is to consider Alternative Solutions to the issues identified during the management
planning process. As there is no alternative solution published, we make a ‘do-nothing’
comparison. The purpose is to show that the chosen pathway is the most sound in terms of
the environment and wider sustainability. This analysis tests the proposed actions and the ‘donothing’ scenario against the trends identified in the SEA Scoping Report (as shown in Appendix
3).

3.6.

Finally, Conclusions are drawn and presented.
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Compatibility between Management Plan policies
3.7.

The first task was to check each Policy of the management plan against each other in a
Compatibility Matrix to see whether there were any potential tensions or sensitivities arising
where two or more interact. The full list of policies is set out in Appendix 1. The Policies show
few tensions or sensitivities between them. The findings are set out in Table 2.

3.8.

The policies runs both horizontally and vertically, so each interaction appears twice (appearing
either side of the diagonal grey band). The grey squares are where each separate policy
meets and is not a part of the assessment. Squares close to the grey band represent policies
that lie together in the plan. It is no surprise to find dark green (strong positive interaction)
squares along this axis. Policies under the same objective are generally closely related. The
striking impression is the number of white squares (minimal interaction). This suggests a
narrow focus for many of the interventions that may operate in isolation. There is little
duplication between the policies. This is a common occurrence when policies have a narrow
focus to express a plan’s ambitions.
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3.9.

Importantly, there are no negative impacts or negative uncertainties. No policy works against
another. The policies are compatible.

3.10.

It is also important to consider the strong positive relationships. These are what will focus the
plan. The blocks green in Table 2 running along the grey axis are expected. The green blocks
away from this axis suggest that there are some strong links between certain policies. This is
clearer in Chart 1; a chart showing the indicative strengths of each policy.
Chart 1: Compatibility between Policies
Relative compatibility

High standards of design in the built environment LCP1
The impacts of traffic in the AONB LCP2
Woodland management LCP3
Agri-environment incentives LCP4
Non-farming land uses LCP5
High quality recreational infrastructure LCP6
Protecting views LCP7
Softening the boundary LCP8
Strategic landscape links LCP9
Recognition of the importance of the SAC WN1
Effective management of heathland WN2
Key species WN3

Policy Referenec

Invasive weeds, pests and diseases WN4
Ground water levels and the valley mires WN5
Restoration of heathland WN6
Bridges for nature outside the AONB WN7
National leadership in biodiversity net gain WN8
Improving knowledge of heritage HC1
Improving the condition of heritage HC2
Inspire through the Chase’s history and culture HC3
Recreation Management EE1
Creation of Alternative Recreational Resources EE2
Group visits EE3
Creating a Green Identity EE4
Relationship between Visitors and the Environment EE5
Sustainable Travel EE6
A Clear Message EE7
Meeting Community Needs CB1
Giving Communities a Voice CB2
Coordination of Volunteering CB3
Harnessing Enterprise CB4

3.11.

The Policies that have the strongest positive relationships with other policies are WN1
(Recognition of the importance of the SAC), CB1 (Meeting Community Needs) and LCP5 (Non-farming
land uses); these are closely followed by LCP1 (High standards of design in the built environment),
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EE1 (Recreation Management) and CB2 (Giving Communities a Voice). Despite its very strong
relationships, CB1 also has the highest number of uncertain (but likely to be positive)
relationships. This arises because it is not easy to assess how the natural benefits are to be
realised by local communities. The associated actions are ambitious but narrowly focused,
which is makes some links between policies uncertain. The application of the policy is likely to
show greater links during the life of the plan. Those policies supporting links to the surrounding
areas and maintaining the quality of the environmental assets also show strong relationships.
The plan clearly focuses on managing the SAC well but it also offers support to the people who
live, work and play in and around the AONB. This ties in tightly to the stated vision for the
AONB (see paragraph 1.5).
3.12.

The least interactive policy is EE7 (A Clear Message). This is simply because it has a simple,
clear narrow focus. This is also true of the majority of the Wildlife and Nature policies. They,
too, focus on a single task.

3.13.

As there is compatibility between all the policies, and as the policies generally take the vision
forward, there is no need to consider measures to reduce any tensions or sensitivities.
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Consistency with SEA Objectives
3.14.

The next task is to
check the
proposed Policies
of the management
plan against the
SEA Environmental
Objectives in a
Consistency
Matrix. This was to
see whether there
were any
significant
beneficial or
adverse effects;
and to gage the
magnitude of that
effect. Where
appropriate, there
is consideration as
to whether the
effect is reversible.
Table 3 supports
this analysis.

3.15.

A number of
positive
relationships
between the
Management Plan
Policies and the
SEA Objectives
stand out. There
are no negative impacts but there is one policy with uncertain and possible negative effects on
one SEA Objective (the yellow square with a minus sign ion the centre of the table). Policy WN6
(Restoration of heathland) seeks to restore heathland from forestry plantation. If this results in
the removal of trees there is a possibility that the carbon those tree store will be released into
the atmosphere. The associated action (B813) includes intent to acquire land for
compensation-planting of woodland. If realised, the effects would be neutral but the outcome
is uncertain. Consequently, there is an uncertain impact against SEA Objective E6 (To protect
air and climate).

3.16.

It is useful to consider the material in Table 3 in two ways. Firstly, to study the interactions of
each plan policy against the combination of the SEA Objectives (Chart 2); and then of the
combination of each policy against each SEA Objective (Chart 3).

13

Action B8: Develop a project to identify suitable heathland restoration areas on conifer plantations acquiring
land for compensation planting and planning a phased approach to delivery.
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Consistency of Management Plan Policies to combined SEA Objectives
3.17.

All the Management Plan Policies are consistent with the combined SEA Objectives, albeit to
varying degrees (see Chart 2):

3.18.

The policy with the greatest beneficial effect on the SEA Objectives is WN1 (Recognition of the
importance of the SAC). LCP3 (Woodland management), WN3 (Key species) and WN2 (Effective
management of heathland) also show high support for the combined SEA Objectives. The
management plan has a strong focus on securing the sustainable management of habitats
recognised as being of national importance.

3.19.

But the plan does not have a single focus as shown by the high consistency of LCP9 (Strategic
landscape links), LCP1 (High standards of design in the built environment), LCP4 (Agri-environment
incentives) and CB1 (Meeting Community Needs). Those policies dealing with people’s needs to
live and work in the AONB, and to enjoy it, also show a high level of consistency with the SEA
Objectives.
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3.20.

A few Management Plan Policies show a low contribution to the combined SEA Objectives.
These policies are generally narrow in their focus, such as EE7 (A Clear Message), WN6
(Restoration of heathland) and LCP8 (Softening the boundary). It is no surprise that they only
support a few of the SEA Objectives.

Consistency of combined Management Plan Policies to SEA Objectives
Each SEA Objective gains
support from the Management
Plan Policies operating in
combination (see Chart 3).
Given the purposes of AONB
designation, it is no surprise
that SEA Objective E8
(Landscape) gains the most
benefit from the Management
Plan Policies, followed closely
by E1 Biodiversity and E7
Heritage.

Chart 3: Consistency of combined
Management Plan Policies toSEA Objectives
Relative consistency

E1 Biodiversity
E2 Population
E3 Health
SEA Objectives

3.21.

E4 Soil
E5 Water
E6 Air & Climate
E7 Heritage

3.22.

E8 Landscape
The remaining SEA Objectives
each get similar support and
E9 Material assets
there is good consistency.
E10 No adverse effects
SEA Objective E6 Air &
Climate and E4 Soil receive
the least support. This is partly because an AONB Management Plan can only influence a
limited range of climate change and agricultural interventions.

3.23.

Of some significance, given the importance of hydrology in the management of the wildlife
sites in this region, SEA Objective E5 (Water) receives noticeable benefits from the
aspirations of the Management Plan. It is also gratifying to note that E9 Material assets and
E10 No adverse effects are strong. E9 relates to the management of resources and E10
considers the cumulative impacts within the plan. This implies a balance between the policies
that does not stand out in the compatibility analysis.

Findings
3.24.

There are no adverse effects and some significant beneficial effects. There is no need to
consider measures to increase the beneficial effects but opportunities exist to do so. There is
scope to widen the focus of some Management Plan Policies.

Review of alternative policies
3.25.

To meet with the requirements of the SEA Directive, the assessment needs to consider
alternative options to determine whether the chosen pathway is the most sound in terms of the
environment and wider sustainability. There is no record of any alterative options considered
as a part of the management planning process.

3.26.

In this situation, the approach is to compare the effect of the proposed objectives with a ‘donothing’ scenario informed by the trends identified in the SEA Scoping Report (as shown in
Appendix 3). The task is to establish the environmental and sustainability benefits of the
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proposed policies over the ‘do-nothing situation. This comparison is set out in Appendix 6
with an assessment for each trend.
3.27.

The findings are that the proposed policies consistently give greater environmental benefits
than the ‘do-nothing’ situation, though there is not always a significant difference. There are
two factors affecting this.

3.28.

Firstly, some of the forces for change are of such a scale as to be beyond the influence of the
AONB working alone. It would be useful for future assessments to consider this list again and
make sure it reflects the issues that are affecting the AONB directly. This would give a more
focussed approach.

3.29.

Secondly, though the Management Plan policy cascade covers all the SEA topics, the
definition of some policies is very narrow. Though this has the advantage of making clear the
action to take, it limits the scope of those actions. The policies do not address the breadth of
some issues. It is not a surprise that the plan is weak on addressing the climate change
trends. The issue affecting this are wide ranging and beyond the scope of the management
plan. But the impact on land management within the AONB (the Agricultural and Forestry
trends) is surprisingly neutral. This may reflect a change in priorities from earlier plans. There
is now a greater push to manage the AONB within its wider setting. To do this, there is a need
to engage in more partnership programmes and one consequence might be that there is a
reduced ability to run site-based projects.

3.30.

However, both the County Council and Forestry Commission have large land holdings within
the AONB and both are a part of the AONB Partnership. If the work programmes of these two
bodies align tightly to the aspirations of the management plan, then the proposed policies will
be very effective. Of course, they may deliver improvements without buying into the plan but
coordination will be weaker.

3.31.

The plan offers support to the farming community but with little direct action to help it move
through the changes Brexit will bring about.

3.32.

Much of the impact of the Management Plan will come from its influence on partners. Many of
the policies and actions require adoption by third parties. If the partners do not fully engage
with the action plan then there will be only limited interventions within the AONB.

4. Monitoring
Monitoring of significant environmental effects
4.1.

The SEA Regulations require monitoring measures for all the significant effects, both positive
and negative, identified in the assessment. The SEA of the draft management plan has
identified no significant adverse effects that are likely to arise from the implementation of
management plan. Some significant positive effects are likely to arise from the implementation
of the plan. The assessment has also identified some areas of uncertainty over the
significance of some of the predicted effects and monitoring will cover these effects as well.

4.2.

There are likely to be several benefits in monitoring any environmental effects arising from the
implementation of the management plan, including:
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Enhancing understanding of how the environment is changing in the AONB;
Tracking whether the plan has had any unforeseen environmental effects; and
Providing baseline data for future SEAs.

The advice is to incorporate the monitoring requirements of the SEA Regulations into the
existing State of the AONB Report.

Monitoring Measures
4.3.

The SEA Scoping Report identified 65 potential indicators to monitor the environmental effects
of implementing the Management Plan. Following the initial assessment there was an
increase of the list to 73 indicators. These are described Appendices 4 and 7.

Data limitations
4.4.

The Strategic Environmental Assessment uses a combination of quantitative information from
a number of sources (e.g. National Statistics and commissioned studies) and qualitative
assessment using considered judgement. The qualitative approach is robust, given the
strategic nature of the Management Plan. Detailed quantitative information relating to the
effects of the plan is likely only to be available at a later stage.

4.5.

Monitoring data are often subject to changes in methodology or reporting that may prevent the
establishment of trend data from a known baseline date. Trend data and targets are the
significant data gaps and these affect certain topics; in particular, effective and up-to-date
reporting on pollution emission trends and aspects of air, soil (including contaminated land)
and water quality are lacking. Consequently, the effects of diffuse pollution and other
environmental impacts, such as recreation damage, are often difficult to ascertain. Funding
cuts due to the recession may create additional burdens in terms of environmental monitoring
and exacerbate this problem. The statutory agencies are seeking to address this issue with
the development of a protected landscapes monitoring framework.

5. Technical review
5.1.

The prime purpose of the SEA process is to review the potential impacts of the Management
Plan on the key environmental aspects of the AONB. There is also a requirement, however, to
monitor the implementation of the Management Plan and its impact on the environment over
time. The baseline indicators (Appendix 4) were selected with this in mind. They are expected
to be a part of the State of the AONB reporting; many are already a part of this reporting. The
Joint Committee must confirm its monitoring programme for the management plan, once
adopted; and ensure that there is a collection programme to fully inform the next State of the
AONB report.

Quality of existing baseline data
5.2.

The assessment of the 73 SEA indicators is by a five-point quality scale. The analysis
identifies where required data is weak or absent, so providing a framework for future data
collection.
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Indicator 5-point quality scale
Comment

1

Fit for purpose

2

Adequate

3

Indicative only

4

Inadequate

5

Absent

Some minor improvements desirable
Not considered accurate
Little relevance to the AONB
No available data

The full assessment of each indicator against the ten SEA Objectives is set out in Appendix
7. Of the 73 SEA indicators, 52% are ‘fit for purpose’ (38 indicators) and 17% are ‘adequate’
(12 indicators). Of the remaining indicators, 11% (8 indicators) are indicative, 19% (14
indicators) as inadequate and 1% (1 indicator – increase in rural skills) is absent. Table 4
shows the assessment for each of the Ten SEA Objectives.
Table 4: Quality of base-line data
Average score per SEA Objective
1= data fit for purpuse || 3 = data indicative only
0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

E1 Biodiversity

SEA Objectives

E8 Landscape
E5 Water
E9 Material assets
E4 Soil
E6 Air & Climate
E7 Heritage
E2 Population
E3 Health
E10 No adverse effects
5.3.

The SEA Objectives are monitored well. Only E10 No adverse effects is shown as wholly
indicative (though a review through the State of the AONB report is listed). The only E1
Biodiversity has 100% of its indicators fit for purpose. E8 Landscape is similar, half its
indicators are fit for purpose and half are adequate. These support the purposes of AONB and
SAC designation and it would have been a concern if they scored over two. E5 Water, E9
Material assets and E4 Soil also score 2 or less. Given the importance of hydrology in the
management of the regional wildlife sites, this suggests that AONB managers will become
aware of any changes in approach that may be need to ensure the sites’ integrity. E7 Heritage
shows a surprisingly poor score but this is a little misleading. There was the addition of 5 new
indicators during the SEA Scoping exercise. It has proved difficult to find the data for these
during the assessment. The data will be available but its collection will take time to set up. If
these 5 are set aside for this assessment, then E7 has 100% of its indicators fit for purpose.

5.4.

The monitoring of those Objectives dealing with people and climate is weaker. There are a
high number of inadequate scores but it may be that these do not help with the management
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of the AONB. However, there are a sufficient number of reliable indicators for these objectives
to monitor the effects of management decisions.

6. Response to Environmental bodies comments

LEFT BLANK
Awaiting consultation

7. Draft conclusion
7.1.

The Management Plan has a cascade five themes, each with two objectives. The objectives
are supported by one or more policies and there are 31 policies in total. The proposed policies
are compatible. There are no tensions or sensitivities arising from where two or more interact.
The proposed policy cascade has a beneficial, and in parts, a significantly beneficial, effect on
the SEA Environmental Objectives.

7.2.

When analysed in combination, the policies show the greatest consistency with the SEA
Objectives to conserve and enhance landscape, biodiversity and heritage. This reflects the
purpose of AONB designation. A particularly welcome finding is that working in partnership,
The sustainability topics all receive positive treatment within the management plan but their
subject areas have a narrow definition. The result is that they show fewer relationships. The
weakest relationship is with air and climate.

7.3.

There are no adverse effects on the SEA Environmental Objectives so there is no need to
consider measures to increase the beneficial effects. There is no recommendation for
mitigating actions.

7.4.

The proposed policies consistently give greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing’
situation. In some case, the benefits are only marginally better than the ‘do-nothing’ scenario.
There are only limited proposals for land management issues. This reflects a change in
priorities from earlier plans. There is now a greater push to manage the AONB within its wider
setting. To do this, there is a need to engage in more partnership programmes and one
consequence might be that there is a reduced ability to run site-based projects. This is not
necessarily a problem, as the County Council and Forestry Commission have large land
holdings within the AONB and both are a part of the AONB Partnership. If the work
programmes of these two bodies align tightly to the aspirations of the management plan, then
the proposed policies will be very effective. Much of the impact of the Management Plan will
come from its influence on partners. Many of the policies and actions require adoption by third
parties. If the partners do not fully engage with the action plan then there will be only limited
interventions within the AONB.

7.5.

The overall assessment of the current baseline data is that it is quite good. The weakness is in
that some data is not easily available for the AONB boundary. Very little information about
people, water and air quality or climate change is presented. The traditional concerns of an
AONB are covered well (landscape character, biodiversity and heritage).
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7.6.

In conclusion: There is nothing in the management plan that will undermine the special
qualities of the AONB. Implementation of the proposed Management Plan will have
environmental and sustainability benefits for the Cannock Chase AONB.
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8. Appendices
Appendix1: Management Plan Policy Cascade

Theme

Objective

Landscape
Character
and Planning

Maintain quality
and
distinctiveness
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Policy Topics

Policy
ref

Policy (31)

Action

High
standards of
design in the
built
environment

LCP1

Development proposals
within the AONB should be
of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local
distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and
scale with their
surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance
their setting and minimise
their carbon footprint and
negative impacts on the
local environment.

A.1: Prepare guidance note
on ‘Building and
Infrastructure Design in
Cannock Chase AONB’
which Local Planning
Authorities which will be
invited to adopt.

The impacts
of traffic in the
AONB

LCP2

The impact of traffic
travelling through the
Chase on its tranquillity and
other special qualities
should be reduced where
possible by encouraging
alternative routes and by
reducing speed, noise and
air pollution.

B.1: Explore with SCC
Highways Department the
practical steps that can be
taken to reduce traffic
impacts through the AONB.

Woodland
management

LCP3

Opportunities will be taken
to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

B.2: Support the work of the
Forestry Commission and
other woodland owners and
managers to deliver both
long term forestry/woodland
design plans and short term
woodland management
operations in ways which
enhance the AONB's special
qualities.

Agrienvironment
incentives

LCP4

Agri-environment scheme
measures should be
aligned to deliver the
outcomes and objectives of
this Plan.

A.12: Work with local
partners to ensure suitable
agri-environment scheme
incentives are available and
suitably targeted to farms
and smallholdings in the
AONB.

Non-farming
land uses

LCP5

Advice and practical
guidance should be made
available to new
landowners and those
planning changes of use of
their land, such as the
keeping of horses, to
conserve and enhance the
Chase’s natural beauty.

A.5: Re-engage and draw up
a new updated database of
interested parties in the
AONB and maintain regular
contact with them on matters
of interest.
B.3: Prepare and publicise
leaflets, and offer advisory
events, for rural non-farming
landowners in the AONB on
how they can help conserve
and enhance the special
qualities of the Chase.
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Enhance the
landscape
setting

Wildlife and
Nature
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Improve
conditions for
nature in the
Chase

High quality
recreational
infrastructure

LCP6

The quality, location and
usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by
all major landowners in the
Chase should be consistent
and appropriate to
landscape character.

A.8: Develop a shared
design protocol for
recreation and leisure
facilities, signage and
promotional material, aimed
at producing consistent high
standards for use by all
providers in the Chase.

Protecting
views

LCP7

Development that detracts
from landscape character
or impacts on the natural
beauty of the Chase, by
obscuring or intruding on
significant public views into
and out of the AONB,
should be resisted.

B.4: Map and describe the
main view points and views
accessible to the public into
and out of the AONB.

Softening the
boundary

LCP8

In the immediate vicinity of
the AONB, the character of
the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads
and buildings, public
lighting and signage)
should be designed and
maintained so that it
reinforces and
complements the
landscape character and
quality of the Chase and
provides a welcoming
experience for those
entering the AONB.

A.1: Prepare guidance note
on ‘Building and
Infrastructure Design in
Cannock Chase AONB’
which Local Planning
Authorities will be invited to
adopt.

Strategic
landscape
links

LCP9

Opportunities should be
promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public
open spaces surrounding
the AONB so as to reduce
its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic
links with surrounding
landscapes.

A.13: Identify and promote
projects that enhance the
landscape connectivity,
biodiversity resilience and
heritage value of countryside
and public open space
around the Chase.
B.9: Through the Sow
Parklands and Cannock
Chase AONB HS2 Group,
develop design principles
and environmental
enhancement measures for
HS2 that conserve and
enhance the special
qualities of the AONB.

Recognition of
the
importance of
the SAC

WN1

The international
significance of the Cannock
Chase Special Area of
Conservation (SAC), and
the fragility and needs of its
biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all
forms of public policy and
private practice that will
affect the condition of the
SAC.

A.9: Draw-up and coordinate dissemination of
consistent messages about
the significance and
conservation requirements
of priority sites in the AONB
to key decision-making
bodies and networks.
A.10: Review and influence
the content and delivery of
visitor management plans
and open space strategies
surrounding the AONB to
ensure they identify and
promote sites, facilities and
activities outside the AONB
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boundary that will reduce the
negative impacts of
recreation on sensitive sites
in the Chase.

Enlarge and
connect
habitats
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Effective
management
of heathland

WN2

The preferred form of
management for most
areas of heathland and
associated habitats
(potentially including wood
pasture) should be grazing
by livestock. Steps will be
taken to build consensus
and introduce the
necessary sensitive
infrastructure to enable this
to happen gradually.

B.5: Work with stakeholders
and local communities to
develop a phased
reintroduction of livestock
grazing to key sites to
support sustainable
management.

Key species

WN3

A coordinated approach
across landholdings will be
taken to monitoring and
managing populations of
key species living in the
Chase.

A.2: Agree the list of key
species for which individual
monitoring and management
action plans will be drawn
up, and then coordinate
these plans.
B.6: Draw up a strategy and
action plan for monitoring
and managing the deer
population in the Chase.

Invasive
weeds, pests
and diseases

WN4

The incidence, spread and
impacts of invasive species
in the AONB must be better
understood, and where
information is available, it
should be used to inform
land management
decisions.

B.7: Monitor invasive
species (summarised in a
short annual report to the
JC) and support
collaborative and targeted
management to address
them where required.

Ground water
levels and the
valley mires

WN5

Investigate and address
factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring
them into favourable
condition.

B.17: Develop a project to
research and monitor long
term changes in ground
water levels in the
Sherbrook and Oldacre
Valleys, investigate causes
and determine any
necessary action.

Restoration of
heathland

WN6

Explore and develop
opportunities to restore
heathland from forestry
plantation in the Chase.

B.8: Develop a project to
identify suitable heathland
restoration areas on conifer
plantations acquiring land for
compensation planting and
planning a phased approach
to delivery.

Bridges for
nature outside
the AONB

WN7

The AONB Partnership will
actively support
opportunities to build
connected networks of
wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a
means of enhancing the
resilience and viability of
wildlife populations
currently concentrated in
the Chase.

A.13: Identify and promote
projects that enhance the
landscape connectivity,
biodiversity resilience and
heritage value of countryside
and public open space
around the Chase.

National
leadership in

WN8

The AONB Partnership will
take a leading role in

A.13: Identify and promote
projects that enhance the
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biodiversity
net gain

Historic
Environment
and Culture

Experience
and
Enjoyment
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Conserve the
Chase’s
heritage assets

supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of
biodiversity net gain,
through the identification of
suitable areas of new
habitat that enhance the
resilience and recovery of
wildlife living in the AONB.

landscape connectivity,
biodiversity resilience and
heritage value of countryside
and public open space
around the Chase.

Improving
knowledge of
heritage

HC1

Improve understanding of
the significance and
condition of heritage assets
within the AONB.

A.14: Assess updated
historic environment
information and through this
develop and implement
interpretation and
management strategies,
prioritising key sites for
survey, condition
assessment and
management.

Improving the
condition of
heritage

HC2

Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers
and local communities to
positively manage the
historic environment to
ensure its successful
conservation and
enhancement.

B.18: Monitor the condition
of all designated heritage
assets within the AONB and
take action where necessary
to address risks and harm.
B.19: Raise awareness of
the historic environment and
its significance with land
owners, managers, decision
makers and local
communities and provide
support and guidance to
help them develop and
deliver sustainable
management regimes.

Connect
communities
with the
Chase’s history
and culture

Inspire
through the
Chase’s
history and
culture

HC3

Engage and inspire local
communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the
AONB’s historic
environment through
education, interpretation
and events.

B.11: Develop a project
building on the success of
the Chase through Time to
engage local communities in
historic environment
research, field survey and
management and in the
celebration of the AONB’s
cultural heritage.

Treading lightly
in the Chase

Recreation
Management

EE1

Wherever possible,
recreational activity should
be moved away from the
most sensitive parts of the
AONB, ensuring that
suitable measures are in
place to reduce the
negative impacts of an
increase in visitors (both
within and outside the
AONB boundary).

A.10: Review and influence
the content and delivery of
visitor management plans
and open space strategies
surrounding the AONB to
ensure they identify and
promote sites, facilities and
activities outside the AONB
boundary that will reduce the
negative impacts of
recreation on sensitive sites
in the Chase.

Creation of
Alternative
Recreational
Resources

EE2

Improvements to the quality
and connectivity of existing,
and development of new,
Green Infrastructure and
Open Space outside of the
AONB boundary should be
supported. This should
involve working with
Partners to help reduce

A.10: Review and influence
the content and delivery of
visitor management plans
and open space strategies
surrounding the AONB to
ensure they identify and
promote sites, facilities and
activities outside the AONB
boundary that will reduce the

CRAGGATAK Consulting

www.craggatak.co.uk

Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan Review SEA Environmental Report Draft

A greener
experience
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recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

negative impacts of
recreation on sensitive sites
in the Chase.

Group visits

EE3

Visitors and organisers of
groups coming to the
AONB, and in particular the
SAC, should be made more
aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive
habitats in the area, their
role in conserving it and the
need to seek permission
before organising events.

A.11: Develop the online/social media presence
for the Chase, using this to
promote its special qualities,
co-ordinate information from
partners and signpost to
appropriate websites and
other sources.

Creating a
Green Identity

EE4

High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision,
using best practice
environmental design
standards, should be
adopted throughout the
AONB, including a common
approach to branding and
interpretation.

A.8: Develop a shared
design protocol for
recreation and leisure
facilities, signage and
promotional material, aimed
at producing consistent high
standards for use by all
providers in the Chase.
B.12: Improve facilities at
key visitor sites such as
Marquis Drive to develop an
enhanced visitor experience
appropriate to a nationally
important protected
landscape.

Relationship
between
Visitors and
the
Environment

EE5

Increase awareness and
encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving
and enhancing the AONB
and to be ‘good
environmental
ambassadors’.

A.11: Develop the online/social media presence
for the Chase, using this to
promote its special qualities,
co-ordinate information from
partners and signpost to
appropriate websites and
other sources.
B.13: Develop the ‘Love
Cannock Chase’ project to
promote the ways in which
visitors and local businesses
can protect and enhance the
AONB's special qualities.

Sustainable
Travel

EE6

The use of alternative
means of transport by
visitors to the Chase should
be explored and actively
promoted.

A.3: Work with local
authority transport and
Green Infrastructure teams
to design and provide safe,
connected cycle and
pedestrian routes into the
AONB.
B.14: Work with facility
providers and attractions
within the AONB to
encourage visitors to arrive
by sustainable means of
transport through provision
of information, incentives
such as discounts and the
provision of facilities such as
secure bicycle parking.

A Clear
Message

EE7

Communication with the
public about the AONB,
activities and events should
be consistent, coordinated

A.11: Develop the online/social media presence
for the Chase, using this to
promote its special qualities,
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Communities
and Business
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Natural benefits
for the
community

and streamlined.

co-ordinate information from
partners and signpost to
appropriate websites and
other sources.
A.9: Draw-up and coordinate dissemination of
consistent messages about
the significance and
conservation requirements
of priority sites in the AONB
to key decision-making
bodies and networks.

Meeting
Community
Needs

CB1

Ways should be developed
to ensure that the natural
benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken
advantage of by local
communities and help meet
the needs of those
communities, whilst
conserving and enhancing
the special qualities of the
AONB.

A.4: Support the
establishment of the
Cannock Chase Landscape
Trust (CIO) and, through its
business plan, develop ways
of proactively engaging local
businesses and community
groups with delivery of this
Management Plan.
B.15: Work with healthcare
providers to develop and
promote activity and
wellbeing programmes
suitable for different groups,
based on key visitor sites.

Giving
Communities
a Voice

CB2

Efforts should be made to
fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and
other interested groups with
the work going on in the
AONB, helping them to
shape and influence it.

A.4: Support the
establishment of the
Cannock Chase Landscape
Trust (CIO) and, through its
business plan, develop ways
of proactively engaging local
businesses and community
groups with delivery of this
Management Plan.
A.5: Re-engage and draw up
a new updated database of
interested parties in the
AONB and maintain regular
contact with them on matters
of interest.
A.7: Use the Annual
Conference to report to
partners and the local
community on the progress
of actions contained within
this Management Plan. Use
this platform to fully engage
with these groups and take
account of their views.
B.13: Develop the ‘Love
Cannock Chase’ project to
promote the ways in which
visitors and local businesses
can protect and enhance the
AONB's special qualities.

Coordination
of
Volunteering

CB3

Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the
AONB and draw on the
skills developed by different
organisations; Increase
involvement by local

A.6: Work in Partnership
with organisations currently
using volunteers in the
AONB and local area to
identify ways that the
promotion and recruitment of
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Businesses
Supporting the
Special
Qualities
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Harnessing
Enterprise

CB4

CRAGGATAK Consulting

communities and
businesses in activities that
support the special qualities
of the AONB.

volunteers can be
coordinated, and their inputs
made best use of for
different activities on the
Chase.

Local businesses should be
encouraged and supported
to develop high quality
products and services, and
growth and innovation, that
support the special qualities
and the AONB brand.

A.4: Support the
establishment of the
Cannock Chase Landscape
Trust (CIO) and, through its
business plan, develop ways
of proactively engaging local
businesses and community
groups with delivery of this
Management Plan.
B.16: Explore the
development of an AONB
quality mark for businesses
within the AONB and wider
local economy that support
and help deliver the special
qualities of the AONB.
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Appendix 2: List of relevant plans and policies
INTERNATIONAL
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International importance, especially waterfowl habitat (1971)
Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (1979) (came into force on 1
June 1982)
Bonn Convention on Conservation of Migratory Species (1979)
Rio Declaration of Environment and Development 1992
The Convention on Biological Diversity (The Rio Convention) (Adopted June 1992, entered into force
December 1993)
The World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg (2002), Commitments arising from the
Johannesburg Summit
Paris Agreement United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (2015)
EUROPEAN
The Birds Directive (Directive on Conservation of Wild Birds) (79/409/EEC) (Adopted 1979)
The Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe (Granada Convention) Council of
Europe (121) 1985
European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (revised 1985)
Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC) (1991)
The Habitats Directive (Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora)
(Directive 92/43/EC) (1992)
The Landfill Directive (99/31/EC) (1999)
The Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) (2000)
The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (2001/42/EC) (2001)
The Environmental Noise Directive (2002/49/EC) (2002)
The Public Access to Environmental Information Directive (2003/4/EC) (2003)
Aarhus Convention (1998, ratified February 2005)
The Landscape Convention 20 October 2000 (ratified by UK in November 2006)
Renewed EU Sustainable Development Strategy (June 2006)
The Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EEC) (2008)
Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020, European Commission (2011)
NATIONAL
Legislation
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (as amended)
The Ancient Monuments (Class Consents) Order 1994 SI 1381
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000
Sustainable Energy Act 2003
Secure and Sustainable Buildings Act 2004
Traffic Management Act 2004
Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006
Climate Change Act 2008
Localism Act 2011
European Union (Notification of Withdrawal) Act 2017
The Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 (Habitats Regulation) as amended in 1997, 2000 (in
England only) and 2017
Rights of Way Circular (1/09) Guidance for Local Authorities (Defra 2009)
Agricultural Waste Regulations Defra (2006)
National Policy Statements for Energy Infrastructure (DECC 2011)
National Planning Policy Framework (CLG 2018)
Policies, Strategies and Plans
Securing the Future – UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy (Defra 2005)
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The Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland Defra (2007)
Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment
(English Heritage 2008)
Future Water The Government’s water strategy for England Defra (2008)
Water for people and the environment - Water Resources Strategy for England and Wales, Environment
Agency 2009
The Rural Development Programme 2015-2020 (Defra amended 2017)
Safeguarding our Soils - A Strategy for England (Defra 2009)
Green Infrastructure Guidance (Natural England 2009)
Making Space for Nature: A review of England’s Wildlife Sites and Ecological Network, (Chaired by Professor
Sir John Lawton CBE FRS) Defra 2010
Mainstreaming sustainable development – The Government’s vision and what this means in practice (Defra
2011)
Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services (Defra 2011)
Government Review of Waste Policy in England 2011 (Defra 2011)
Water for Life, the Water White Paper (Defra 2011)
Creating Growth, Cutting Carbon – Making Sustainable Local Transport Happen (DfT 2011)
The Carbon Plan (DECC 2011)
Strategic Framework for Tourism in England 2010 – 2020 (Visit England 2011)
Enabling Development and the Conservation of Significant Places English Heritage (2008 -revised 2012)
Local Authority Heritage Assets: Current Issues and Opportunities - Report to English Heritage and the
Heritage Lottery Fund - by Green Balance with Grover Lewis Associates Ltd 2012
UK Forestry Standard (Forestry Commission 2011)
UK Bioenergy Strategy (DECC 2012)
Creating a sporting habit for life, A new youth sport strategy (DCMS 2012)
‘The Natural Choice’, the Natural Environment White Paper (Defra 2012)
Healthy lives, healthy people: Improving outcomes and supporting transparency (DH 2012)
Independent Panel on Forestry Final report, Defra (2012)
Natural Capital Committee How to do it: a natural capital workbook NCC 2012
Realising nature’s value: The Final Report of the Ecosystem Markets Task Force Defra (March 2013)
Government Forestry and Woodlands Policy Statement - Forestry Commission (Defra 2013)
National Character Area Profile: 67 Cannock Chase and Cank Wood (NE347) (Natural England 2012)
Heritage 2020: strategic priorities for England’s historic environment 2015-2020 Historic Environment Forum,
March 2015
Tourism Action Plan, DCMS (August 2016)
Conservation 21: Natural England’s conservation strategy for the 21st century – Natural England 2016
Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment Historic England Advice Note 8, Historic
England, December 2016
BEIS The Clean Growth Strategy Leading the way to a low carbon future HMSO BEIS (October 2017)
Fixing our broken housing market Cm Paper 9352 HMSO, DCLG, February 2017
The Setting of Heritage Assets Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3 (Second
Edition) Historic England December 2017
A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, HMSO, Defra (2018)
Health and Harmony: the future for food, farming and the environment in a Green Brexit, Cmd paper 9577,
HMSO, Defra, February 2018
REGIONAL
West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership, Enhancing Biodiversity Across the West Midlands, 2008
Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan (SBAP) launched 1998
The West Midlands Combined Authority Strategic Economic Plan (date note clear)
Growing our future: West Midlands Regional Forestry Framework (Forestry Commission 2004)
West Midlands Regional Forestry Framework GROWING OUR FUTURE 2007-2010 Delivery Plan (Forestry
Commission 2007)
Cannock Chase Forest Design Plan 2015 – 2025
Water for life and livelihoods: River Basin Management Plan Humber River Basin District (Environment
Agency 2015)
Water for people and the environment Water Resources Strategy & Regional Action Plan for Midlands region
(Environment Agency 2009)
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Staffordshire Trent Valley CAMS Staffordshire Trent Valley abstraction licensing strategy Environment Agency
February 2013
Water Resources Management Plan, South Staffs Water 2014
Putting the historic environment to work A strategy for the West Midlands 2010-2015 The West Midlands
Historic Environment Forum (English Heritage) 2010
National Forest Strategy 2004-2014 (National Forest Company 2004)
Cannock Chase SAC Strategic Access Management and Monitoring Measures 2017 (SAMMM)
Cannock Chase, Staffordshire: The Chase Through Time: Historic England Contribution Historic England,
Report number: 7/2018 ISSN 2059-4453
LOCAL
Strategic Plan 2018 - 2022 Creating a Bright Future, Staffordshire County Council
Sustainable Community Strategy (Staffordshire) 2008-2023
Local Transport Plan for Staffordshire LTP3, SCC (2011)
Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Joint Waste Local Plan 2010-2026, adopted March 2013
2013 Refresh of the Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy for Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffordshire Waste Partnership
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Minerals Local Plan 2015 - 2030 – adopted 2017
Stoke-on-Trent & Staffordshire Local Enterprise Partnership Strategic Economic Plan Part 1 – Strategy 20142030 (2014)
The Staffordshire County Council Rural Declaration and supporting strategy are due to be announced in
March 2013.
Cannock Chase Country Park Strategy 1999
Staffordshire County Council Tourism Strategy 2012-2014 (2012)
Health and Wellbeing Strategy for Staffordshire 2018-2023
Cannock Chase DC Local Plan June 2014
Lichfield DC Local Plan 2008 - 2029 Adopted 17 February 2015
South Staffordshire Council Local Plan adopted December 2012
Local Plan, Right Place, Right Time: A Blueprint for Local Development, Site Allocations Document South
Staffordshire Council adopted 11th September 2018
The plan for Stafford Borough 2011 -2031 adopted 2014
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Appendix 3: Outline of future trends in the AONB
Forces for
Change

Outcomes without mitigating actions

Biodiversity

The SAC may not reach favourable condition. Visitor activities will have an impact on fragile
habitats and sensitive wildlife. Breeding successes will reduce.

Agriculture

There will continue to be potentially conflicting approaches to land management driven on
the one hand by production imperatives and on the other by conservation imperatives.
Potential for ‘horsiculture’ to affect loss of land of agricultural character.

Forestry

Forest trees may succumb to tree diseases without appropriate management. (Even with
good management this effect may occur). Government policy is changing. Without robust
policies in place, there could be a significant change in the condition and appearance of the
public forest estate.

Recreation

Tourism and recreation will make a significant contribution to the local economy. Tourism
and recreation will add significantly to traffic levels with most visitors arriving by car. Without
active management, there will be a degradation of the natural resource, heritage assets and
the recreational experience.

Historic
Environment

Heritage assets are at risk from land-use, vegetation and burrowing animals. Without
mitigation, there will be a greater loss due to general neglect, including plant growth.
Historic buildings and their settings, and the wider landscape, are under pressure from
inappropriate development. Climate change and changes in agricultural following Brexit
may create new challenges.

Development

Development out from existing settlements may lead to some loss of tranquillity /
remoteness. Development beyond but close to the AONB boundary may have an impact on
the character of the area by introducing noise, light and movement into the recreational
experience of the area. In particular, the HS2 rail corridor passes close to the AONB
boundary; its construction and associated infrastructure will affect the setting of the AONB.

Traffic

Traffic flows may increase due to a tendency for people to work at considerable distance
from where they live, increasing commuter traffic, and on the use of cars for recreational
day visits.

Environmental
quality

Habitats and water quality will deteriorate because increased traffic and
housing/employment development in the area will increase emissions of oxides of nitrogen
and sulphur, as well as carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide and ozone.

Climate
Change

Outcomes are unknown, as limited data in respect of the Cannock Chase AONB.
Temperatures in the region will continue to increase and rainfall will fall in summer and
increase in winter in the West Midlands. Without suitable planning intervention, new
developments would be less adapted to climate change.
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Appendix 4: Key indicators and data sources
SEA Topic

Key Indicator14 (73)

Source

Biodiversity

% of SSSIs in favourable condition
The area of priority BAP habitats and the % that are
managed under agri-environment schemes
The condition of broad BAP habitats in SSSIs
The area of deciduous woodland plus the area of
Forestry Commission estate
Condition of ancient woodland
The area managed under Environmental Stewardship
The average annual values of current Environmental
Stewardship agreements

State of the AONB Report
2018
Natural England
Forestry Commission
Local Authorities
Defra
Staffordshire BAP
Partnership
Veteran Tree Survey

Population

Socio-economic profiles
Percentage of population of working age
Increase in rural skills
Percentage change in population
Resident population within the AONB
Levels of deprivation
Crime levels
Crime perception

State of the AONB Report
2018
Census
Defra
British Crime Survey Indices
of Deprivation
Local Authorities

Human Health

Distribution of open space
The area of land that is actually accessible under CROW,
plus land with existing access rights that pre-determine
CROW Access
Length of existing public rights of way
The amount of open and linear access brought about by
agri- environment agreements

State of the AONB Report
2018
Indices of Deprivation
Local Authorities
Natural England

Water

Water resource features
% rivers and lakes achieving good ecological status
environment data
Pollution incidents (by source)
Water availability
Water abstraction data
Water use
Flood risk

State of the AONB Report
2018
Environment Agency
Natural England

Soil

Spatial location of agricultural land (and classification)
Number and condition of local geological sites
Heathland soil PH levels

State of the AONB Report
2018
Environment Agency
Defra
Natural England
Staffordshire Geological
Action Plan
AONB IDEA-soil testing

Air

The presence of existing AQMAs

Local Authorities

14

Indicators marked in bold are certain; indicators in italics are not certain. They require a partner to agree to
present the material in a form suitable for the AONB.
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AQMAs, their objectives and whether they are being met.
Emissions of air pollutants by source.
Headline air quality indicator (future trends in air quality)

Environment Agency

Climate
Factors

Greenhouse gas emissions (M tonnes carbon equivalent)
Greenhouse gas emissions by source.

Local Authorities
Environment Agency

Material
Assets

Spatial location of mineral reserves
Renewable energy generation
Incidents of fly tipping
Total waste arisings
Recycling rates
The uptake of selected ES options that contribute
towards the protection of natural resources
The area covered by the England Woodland Grant
Scheme (WGS), plus the area of ancient woodland in
WGS
Balance between coniferous and native broadleaf tree
species (aerial photography)

State of the AONB Report
2018
Local Authorities
Waste disposal authorities
and waste planning
authorities.
Environment Agency
Natural England
Forestry Commission

Cultural
Heritage

The number of listed buildings, scheduled monuments,
registered parks & gardens, and registered battlefields
Heritage at Risk – both statistics e.g. % of heritage assets
‘at risk, plus GIS datasets under licence
Number of conservation areas and % of area covered by
designation
Condition of Scheduled Monuments
Condition of Listed Buildings
Condition of registered parks and gardens
% of conservation areas with published management
proposals
Number and condition of local heritage assets
Improvements in the condition of historic and archaeological
sites and features
Number of heritage asset planning consent decisions per
year
Number of school visits to historic sites
Number of local authorities with Heritage Champions

State of the AONB Report
2018
Heritage England
Natural England (agrienvironment schemes)
Local Authorities
Staffordshire HER
Chase Through Time LiDAR

Landscape

Local Landscape Character Assessments
Fixed point photography
Light pollution maps
Tranquillity maps
Extent, condition and change in characteristic landscape
features.
The uptake of selected ES options that contribute
towards the good condition of landscape elements and/or
landscape character

State of the AONB Report
2018
Local Authority
Natural England

Communities

% traffic flows A513 & A460
Access to key services
Distribution of current housing stock – by tenure and type
including affordable housing
Quality of housing (decent homes standard)

SAC Traffic survey (SCC)
Indices of Deprivation
Local authorities
Regional Housing Studies
Regional Transport Plans
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Economy
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Vacant housing and second homes.
Percentage of journeys made by foot or cycle
Average distance and travel times by journey type.

Census 2011

Agricultural Survey statistics
Tourism statistics, including % employed in tourism and
the number of tourism businesses in the protected
landscape and within 5 miles.
Employment rate
No of jobs by sector
Total visitor spend

State of the AONB Report
2018
Defra
Annual Business Enquiry
Local Authorities
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Appendix 5: SEA Objectives and Environmental Issues
No

Objectives

Issues / Criteria

E1

To protect and where practical
enhance biodiversity (habitats, fauna
and flora individual species)

Conserving and enhancing: habitat condition; diversity;
extent; interconnectivity; adaptation to climate change;
geodiversity
Conserving and enhancing: populations of key species; the
habitat requirements of key species; their adaptation to
climate change

E2

To ensure no adverse effect arises on
population (i.e. demographic balance)

Maintaining a mixed community with a diverse age structure

E3

To safeguard human health

Improving quality of life; providing for countryside recreation

E4

To protect soil quality

Reducing: soil compaction; erosion; leaching of nutrients and
organic matter. Increasing soil organic matter and carbon
storage

E5

To protect water

Conserving and enhancing: surface and groundwater
quality/quantity; maintaining natural river geomorphologies.
Reducing flooding (e.g. retaining water in upper catchments;
increasing water retention by habitats and soils; maintain
floodplains as natural washlands)

E6

To protect air and climate

Protect air: by reducing pollution sources within and outside
the AONB. Promote climate change mitigation measures:
reduced output of greenhouse gases; energy saving; carbon
storage and sequestration; appropriate renewable energy
sources

E7

To conserve and enhance the historic
environment, heritage assets and their
setting

Conserving: below and above ground archaeology and its
setting; retaining the architectural character of conservation
areas and listed buildings; maintaining local vernacular styles;
maintaining the setting to settlements

E8

To protect landscape

Conserving and enhancing: landscape features contributing
to the special qualities; landscape character and local
distinctiveness; tranquillity and remoteness; dark night skies;
and the setting of settlements

E9

To protect material assets including
natural resources

Largely covered under other objectives

E10

To avoid significant adverse effects
between the above interrelationships

Promoting the importance of environmental services
Moderation interaction (e.g. the interaction between
biodiversity habitats and society in the form of recreation
pressures).
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Appendix 6: Review of alternative policies
Table 1: Biodiversity
The SAC may not reach favourable condition. Visitor activities will have an impact on fragile habitats and
sensitive wildlife. Breeding successes will reduce.
Management Plan Policies

Benefits of the proposed policies

Do nothing situation

Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

Advocates the statutory duty of the
local authorities and may ensure a
consistent approach. The action could
lead to consistent guidance and
sharing of best practice.

Limited as this is a matter for
the Planning Authorities who
must have regard for the
wildlife designations and BAP
habitats. Each has strong
policies though they may not
be consistent across the area.

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic
travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where
possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.

There is a call to reduce traffic
movement through the AONB, which
may reduce air pollution – this is an
issue affecting the SAC. The action is
to work with the Highway Authority

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Highway Authority

Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

Limited, not a fragile habitat

This is a matter for the
Forestry Commission and
Natural England.

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment
scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.

Limited

This is a matter for Defra and
Natural England

Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

The actions are maintaining regular
contact with interested parties on
matters of interest; and preparing and
publicising leaflets, and offer advisory
events, for rural non-farming
landowners in the AONB.
There are opportunities to help
protect sensitive habitats.

Opportunities may be lost.

Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or
intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.

Neutral

Neutral
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Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and
signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming
experience for those entering the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so
as to reduce its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs
of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

The policy gives a strong local voice
to champion a site of European
importance.
The intent is to urge others to act to
ensure the Cannock Chase SAC is in
favourable condition. However, the
action to review and influence the
content and delivery of visitor
management plans and open space
strategies surrounding the AONB to
ensure they identify and promote
sites, facilities and activities outside
the AONB boundary that will reduce
the negative impacts of recreation on
sensitive sites in the Chase is a very
useful intervention.
Understanding and appreciation may
increase through the preparation and
dissemination of information.

Limited as there is the SAC
Partnership as a local strong
champion.
It is the duty of Natural
England to maintain the
condition of the SAC but it
lacks resources on the ground.
Some opportunities to
influence local plans and
strategies may be lost due to
lack of information but this is
likely to be picked up in the
SAC Partnership – subject to
resources.

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)
should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure
to enable this to happen gradually.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Will agree the list of key species for
which individual monitoring and
management action plans will be
drawn up, and then coordinate these
plans.

Limited as others collect data
and monitor key species,
including Wildlife Trusts, local
authorities and Natural
England.

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better

May develop action to monitor
invasive species and support
collaborative and targeted

Limited as others monitor
INNS, including Wildlife Trusts,
local authorities and Natural
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understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

management to address them where
required. May provide an indicator of
habitat deterioration.

England.

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Will develop a project to research and
monitor long term changes in ground
water levels in the Sherbrook and
Oldacre Valleys, investigate causes
and determine any necessary action.

Limited as others collect data
and monitor key species,
including Wildlife Trusts, local
authorities and Natural
England.

Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the
Chase.

The action is to identify and promote
projects that enhance the landscape
connectivity, biodiversity resilience
and heritage value of countryside and
public open space around the Chase.
This requires actions by third parties
but connected habitats are more
resilient to change

Limited as the actions are
outside the AONB and others,
including Wildlife Trusts, local
authorities and Natural
England, will develop
initiatives.

Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of
suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and
recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.

May lead to effective habitat
management

Limited as others, including
Wildlife Trusts, local authorities
and Natural England, will
develop initiatives.

Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
heritage assets within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through
education, interpretation and
events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

Action will review and influence the
content and delivery of visitor
management plans and open space
strategies surrounding the AONB.
This could reduce visitor impacts on
important habitats. However, it
requires the support of and actions by
third parties.

Limited as the local authorities
may develop initiatives in any
case. However, there may be
opportunities lost without a
strong local voice advocating
change and helping to prepare
strategies.

Policy EE2: Improvements to the

As above, will review and influence

Limited - the actions are
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quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

the content and delivery of visitor
management plans and open space
strategies surrounding the AONB.
Builds on the actions of third parties.
But it may have a beneficial effect on
visitor pressures on AONB habitats.

outside of the AONB and rely
of third parties.

Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

Will heighten awareness of the visitor
impact on habitats through online/social media presence for the
Chase, using this to promote its
special qualities, co-ordinate
information from partners and
signpost to appropriate websites and
other sources.

Opportunities could be lost due
to lack of resources and local
knowledge / contacts

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted
throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and
interpretation.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

May lead to changed behaviours that
help reduce the impact on habitats.
Actions are to develop the online/social media presence for the
Chase and the ‘Love Cannock Chase’
project to promote the ways in which
visitors and local businesses can
protect and enhance the AONB's
special qualities.

Opportunities could be lost due
to lack of resources and local
knowledge / contacts

Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Can heighten awareness of the
impact of car travel on habitats. Any
reduction in the use of fossil fuels will
be a benefit. Action is to be by local
authority transport and green
infrastructure teams. But there is also
action to persuade facility and
attraction providers to act.

Policy changes will happen
anyway, through the local
authorities. Climate change is
high on their agendas. But
opportunities may be lost
because the authorities may
not have the resources to
negotiate with facility and
attraction providers.

Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be
consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made

Neutral

Neutral
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to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work
going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.
Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and
supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.

Neutral

Neutral

The proposed policies give greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. The government, its
agencies and the local authorities will undertake actions irrespective of this plan but some opportunities will be
lost.
Table 2: Agriculture
There will continue to be potentially conflicting approaches to land management driven on the one hand by
production imperatives and on the other by conservation imperatives. Potential for ‘horsiculture’ to affect loss
of land of agricultural character.
Management Plan Policies

Benefits of the proposed policies

Do nothing situation

Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

Limited as agriculture is not
development

Neutral

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic
travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where
possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment
scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.

The intent is to work with local
partners to ensure suitable agrienvironment scheme incentives are
available and suitably targeted to

Minimal as this is a matter for
Defra and Natural England but
some local initiatives may be
lost.
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farms and smallholdings in the
AONB.
Could be of benefit to farms in the
AONB, especially if Defra favour
AONBs for environmental land
management schemes
Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

One action is to maintain regular
contact on matters of interest. This
may inform decision making by
farmers.
The policy is not really aimed at
existing farmers, but it could influence
the action of new entrants. There is
an action to prepare and publicise
leaflets, and offer advisory events, for
rural non-farming landowners in the
AONB on how they can help
conserve and enhance the special
qualities of the Chase.

Minimal as this is a matter for
Defra and Natural England.
Some opportunities lost
without local contacts.

Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or
intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and
signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming
experience for those entering the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so
as to reduce its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs

Grazing is an important means of
maintain the site’s integrity.
The intent is to urge others to act to
ensure the Cannock Chase SAC is in

Defra and Natural England will
have the greatest influence
over agricultural policy in the
SAC. But opportunities may be
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of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

favourable condition. However, the
action to draw-up and co-ordinate
dissemination of consistent messages
about the significance and
conservation requirements of priority
sites in the AONB to key decisionmaking bodies and networks may
inform debate.

lost with a local point of
contact.

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)
should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure
to enable this to happen gradually.

The action is to develop a phased
reintroduction of livestock grazing to
key sites to support sustainable
management.

Defra and Natural England will
set policy but opportunities
may be lost with a local point
of contact

Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better
understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

May increase the opportunities for
agricultural management

Neutral

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the
Chase.

Limited

Limited

Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of
suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and
recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.

Limited

Limited

Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
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heritage assets within the AONB.
Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through
education, interpretation and
events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE2: Improvements to the
quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted
throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and
interpretation.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Neutral

Neutral
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Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be
consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

May lead to a better understanding of
natural capital; this may help the
farming community to engage with
Defra’s development of public money
for public goods. But the actions do
not easily link into the farming
community.

Defra lead but linked to Brexit

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made
to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work
going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.

May engage more farmers in the
management of the AONB

Opportunities may be lost

Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and
supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.

The development of an AONB Quality
Mark may be a significant benefit if
applicable to agricultural products
from the AONB

Opportunities may be lost

The proposed policies give greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. The government and
its agencies will undertake actions irrespective of this plan but some opportunities will be lost.
Table 3: Forestry
Forest trees may succumb to tree diseases without appropriate management. (Even with good management
this effect may occur). Government policy is changing. Without robust policies in place, there could be a
significant change in the condition and appearance of the public forest estate.
Management Plan Policies

Benefits of the proposed policies

Do nothing situation

Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic

Neutral

Neutral
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travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where
possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.
Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

The Policy advocates support to the
work of the Forestry Commission and
other woodland owners and
managers to deliver both long term
forestry/woodland design plans and
short term woodland management
operations in ways which enhance
the AONB's special qualities.

This is a matter for the
Forestry Commission but
without an AONB voice, the
commercial imperatives may
outweigh landscape,
notwithstanding the
conservation policies of the
Commission.

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment
scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.

Limited

This is a matter for Defra and
its national agencies

Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or
intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and
signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming
experience for those entering the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so
as to reduce its isolation and create

Neutral

Neutral
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strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.
Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs
of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)
should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure
to enable this to happen gradually.

May help small woodland owners to
secure additional funds to manage
their holdings.

Neutral

Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better
understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

Will collect data to support monitoring
programmes.

This is a matter for the
Forestry Commission that has
an effective science service.

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

Will identify suitable heathland
restoration areas on conifer
plantations acquiring land for
compensation planting and planning a
phased approach to delivery.

Impetus may be lost though
the Forestry Commission is
supported by an effective
science service.

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of
suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and

Neutral

Neutral
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recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.
Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
heritage assets within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through
education, interpretation and
events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE2: Improvements to the
quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted
throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and
interpretation.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

Neutral

Neutral
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Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be
consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made
to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work
going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and
supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.

Neutral

Neutral

The proposed policies give greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. The Forestry
Commission will undertake actions irrespective of this plan but some opportunities and impetus will be lost.
Table 4: Recreation
Tourism and recreation will make a significant contribution to the local economy. Tourism and recreation will
add significantly to traffic levels with most visitors arriving by car. Without active management, there will be a
degradation of the natural resource, heritage assets and the recreational experience.
Management Plan Policies
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Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic
travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where
possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.

There is a call to reduce traffic
movement through the AONB. The
action is to work with the Highway
Authority

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Highway Authority

Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment
scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

Will lead to a shared design protocol
for recreation and leisure facilities,
signage and promotional material,
aimed at producing consistent high
standards for use by all providers in
the Chase

Opportunities lost, there will be
little sense of place and it will
be hard to develop branded
marketing initiatives

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or
intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and
signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming

Will strengthen the sense of place
and use of gateways to indicate a
special area but the action is to
prepare a guidance note on ‘Building
and Infrastructure Design in Cannock
Chase AONB’. It will only be effective
if the Local Planning Authorities adopt
it.

Local authorities will wish to
improve their public realm but
there may be little consistency
and branding opportunities
may be lost
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experience for those entering the
AONB.
Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so
as to reduce its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.

Though a matter for the local
authorities there is the opportunity to
develop design principles and
environmental enhancement
measures for HS2 that conserve and
enhance the special qualities of the
AONB.

Uncertain, as all the actions
are to be outside the AONB,
others will be seeking
improvements too. However,
without an AONB voice
opportunities may be lost to
ensure a landscape-scale
approach.

Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs
of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

Will lead to a review of visitor
management plans and open space
strategies surrounding the AONB to
ensure they identify and promote
sites, facilities and activities outside
the AONB boundary that will reduce
the negative impacts of recreation on
sensitive sites in the Chase.

This is a matter for Natural
England but the lack of local
contacts and knowledge may
limit effectiveness. The local
authorities may deliver the
work through the SAC
Partnership

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)
should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure
to enable this to happen gradually.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better
understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the

Neutral

Neutral
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Chase.
Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of
suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and
recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
heritage assets within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through
education, interpretation and
events.

Will develop a project building on the
success of the Chase through Time to
engage local communities in historic
environment research, field survey
and management and in the
celebration of the AONB’s cultural
heritage.

Opportunity lost as the local
authorities are not likely to
have the resources

Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

Will lead to a review of visitor
management plans and open space
strategies surrounding the AONB to
ensure they identify and promote
sites, facilities and activities outside
the AONB boundary that will reduce
the negative impacts of recreation on
sensitive sites in the Chase.

This is a matter for Natural
England but the lack of local
contacts and knowledge may
limit effectiveness. The local
authorities may deliver the
work through the SAC
Partnership

Policy EE2: Improvements to the
quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

Will lead to a review of visitor
management plans and open space
strategies surrounding the AONB to
ensure they identify and promote
sites, facilities and activities outside
the AONB boundary that will reduce
the negative impacts of recreation on
sensitive sites in the Chase.

This is a matter for local
authorities may deliver the
work through the SAC
Partnership

Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

Will develop the on-line/social media
presence for the Chase, using this to
promote its special qualities, coordinate information from partners
and signpost to appropriate websites
and other sources.

This is a matter for local
authorities may deliver the
work through the SAC
Partnership but they are
unlikely to have the time or
resources to follow through.

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted

Will also develop a shared design
protocol for recreation and leisure
facilities, signage and promotional
material, aimed at producing

Opportunities to create a
design protocol may be lost.
Staffordshire County Council,
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throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and
interpretation.

consistent high standards for use by
all providers in the Chase.
May improve facilities at key visitor
sites such as Marquis Drive to
develop an enhanced visitor
experience appropriate to a nationally
important protected landscape.

as owner of the Country Park,
are very likely to improve
Marquis Drave in any case.

Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

Will develop the on-line/social media
presence for the Chase, using this to
promote its special qualities, coordinate information from partners
and signpost to appropriate websites
and other sources.
May develop the ‘Love Cannock
Chase’ project to promote the ways in
which visitors and local businesses
can protect and enhance the AONB's
special qualities.

Opportunities will be lost

Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Will work with local authority transport
and Green Infrastructure teams to
design and provide safe, connected
cycle and pedestrian routes into the
AONB.
May work with facility providers and
attractions within the AONB to
encourage visitors to arrive by
sustainable means of transport
through provision of information,
incentives such as discounts and the
provision of facilities such as secure
bicycle parking.

This is a matter for the local
authorities who have policies
in place.
Lack of local contacts may
lead to lost opportunities to
work with local providers.

Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be
consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.

Will develop the on-line/social media
presence for the Chase, using this to
promote its special qualities, coordinate information from partners
and signpost to appropriate websites
and other sources.
Will draw-up and co-ordinate
dissemination of consistent messages
about the significance and
conservation requirements of priority
sites in the AONB to key decisionmaking bodies and networks.

Opportunities will be lost

Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

May work with healthcare providers to
develop and promote activity and
wellbeing programmes suitable for
different groups, based on key visitor
sites.

Neutral

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made
to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work

Neutral

Neutral
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going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.
Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.

Will work in Partnership with
organisations currently using
volunteers in the AONB and local
area to identify ways that the
promotion and recruitment of
volunteers can be coordinated, and
their inputs made best use of for
different activities on the Chase.

Many organisations use
volunteers, there may be
competition in recruitment.
Action will still happen but
there may be less
coordination.

Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and
supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.

Will support the establishment of the
Cannock Chase Landscape Trust
(CIO) and, through its business plan,
develop ways of proactively engaging
local businesses and community
groups with delivery of this
Management Plan.
May explore the development of an
AONB quality mark for businesses
within the AONB and wider local
economy that support and help
deliver the special qualities of the
AONB.

Neutral

The proposed policies give greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. Natural England and
others will undertake actions irrespective of this plan but some significant opportunities will be lost.
Table 5: Historic Environment
Heritage assets are at risk from land-use, vegetation and burrowing animals. Without mitigation, there will be a
greater loss due to general neglect, including plant growth. Historic buildings and their settings, and the wider
landscape, are under pressure from inappropriate development. Climate change and changes in agricultural
following Brexit may create new challenges.
Management Plan Policies

Benefits of the proposed policies

Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

Advocates the statutory duty of the
local authorities and may ensure a
consistent approach. The action could
lead to consistent guidance and
sharing of best practice

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Planning Authorities who
must have regard for the
conservation of cultural
heritage assets.

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic
travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where
possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment

Neutral

Neutral
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scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.
Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or
intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.

May map and describe the main view
points and views accessible to the
public into and out of the AONB. This
may give a strong evidence base for
defending the setting of heritage
assets.

This is a matter for the local
Planning Authorities, who are
advised by Heritage England.
But an opportunity may be lost

Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and
signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming
experience for those entering the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so
as to reduce its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs
of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)

Neutral

Neutral
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should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure
to enable this to happen gradually.
Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better
understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

Some heritage assets are at risk from
INNS.
There may be monitoring of invasive
species and support for collaborative
and targeted management to address
them where required.

Limited as others monitor
INNS, including Wildlife Trusts,
local authorities and Natural
England.

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of
suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and
recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
heritage assets within the AONB.

Will assess updated historic
environment information and through
this develop and implement
interpretation and management
strategies, prioritising key sites for
survey, condition assessment and
management.

Local Authorities do hold very
good heritage data bases but
they cannot be
comprehensive. An opportunity
may be lost.

Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Will monitor the condition of all
designated heritage assets within the
AONB and take action where
necessary to address risks and harm.
Will also raise awareness of the
historic environment and its

Local Authorities do hold very
good heritage data bases but
they cannot be
comprehensive. An opportunity
to update records may be lost;
and lack of local contacts may
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significance with land owners,
managers, decision makers and local
communities and provide support and
guidance to help them develop and
deliver sustainable management
regimes.

lead to some conflicts.

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through
education, interpretation and
events.

Will develop a project building on the
success of the Chase through Time to
engage local communities in historic
environment research, field survey
and management and in the
celebration of the AONB’s cultural
heritage.

Opportunity lost as the local
authorities are not likely to
have the resources

Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

Will review and influence the content
and delivery of visitor management
plans and open space strategies
surrounding the AONB to ensure they
identify and promote sites, facilities
and activities outside the AONB
boundary that will reduce the negative
impacts of recreation on sensitive
sites in the Chase.

Opportunity lost as the local
authorities are not likely to
have the resources

Policy EE2: Improvements to the
quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted
throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and
interpretation.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Neutral

Neutral
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Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be
consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made
to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work
going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and
supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.

Neutral

Neutral

The proposed policies give greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. Heritage England
and the local authorities will undertake actions irrespective of this plan but some significant opportunities will
be lost.
Table 6: Development
Development out from existing settlements may lead to some loss of tranquillity / remoteness. Development
beyond but close to the AONB boundary may have an impact on the character of the area by introducing
noise, light and movement into the recreational experience of the area. In particular, the HS2 rail corridor
passes close to the AONB boundary; its construction and associated infrastructure will affect the setting of the
AONB.
Management Plan Policies
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Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

Advocates the statutory duty of the
local authorities and may ensure a
consistent approach. The action could
lead to consistent guidance and
sharing of best practice

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Planning Authorities who
must have regard for the
purposes of AONB
designation. Each has strong
AONB policies.

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic
travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where
possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.

There is a call to reduce traffic
movement through the AONB. The
action is to work with the Highway
Authority

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Highway Authority

Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment
scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

Aims to develop a shared design
protocol for recreation and leisure
facilities. This could make a
significant contribution to the quality
of presentation and management of
use with the AONB.

Some opportunities will be lost
as there will be no AONB voice
advocating high quality
provision or appropriate usage.
New development is a matter
for the Planning Authorities
who must have regard for the
purposes of AONB
designation. Each has strong
AONB policies.

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or
intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.

Advocates the statutory duty of the
local authorities and may ensure a
consistent approach. The action could
provide an effective evidence base for
the local planning authorities.

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Planning Authorities who
must have regard for the
purposes of AONB
designation. Each has strong
AONB policies. There may not
be the resources to map out
the impact on setting.

Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and

Requires actions by third parties. But
may add peer pressure to deliver a
better quality environment.

The local authorities may
choose to act in any case but
there will be less pressure to
do so without an advocate.
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signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming
experience for those entering the
AONB.
Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so
as to reduce its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.

There are opportunities but it requires
the support of third parties. There is
an action to develop design principles
and environmental enhancement
measures for HS2. These could make
a positive contribution.

Uncertain, as all the actions
are to be outside the AONB,
others will be seeking
improvements too. However,
without an AONB voice
opportunities may be lost to
ensure a landscape-scale
approach.

Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs
of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

Neutral

Neutral – the Planning
Authorities are unlikely to
approve significant
development within the SAC.

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)
should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure
to enable this to happen gradually.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better
understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending

May add weight to the policies of
others. The action is to identify and
promote projects that enhance the
landscape connectivity, biodiversity

Limited as the actions are
outside the AONB and others,
including Wildlife Trusts, local
authorities and Natural
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beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the
Chase.

resilience and heritage value of
countryside and public open space
around the Chase.
But it relies on the actions of others.

England, will develop
initiatives.

Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of
suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and
recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.

As above

Limited as the actions are
outside the AONB and others,
including Wildlife Trusts, local
authorities and Natural
England, will develop
initiatives. However, there may
be opportunities lost without a
strong local voice advocating
change and helping to prepare
strategies.

Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
heritage assets within the AONB.

The heritage assets of the AONB are
not at risk but there is a need for a
better data base.
The action could deliver this. It is to
assess updated historic environment
information and through this develop
and implement interpretation and
management strategies, prioritising
key sites for survey, condition
assessment and management.

Limited as this is a matter for
the Planning Authorities who
must have regard for the
conservation of heritage
assets. However, there may be
a weakened evidence base
due to lack of resources.

Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through
education, interpretation and
events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE2: Improvements to the
quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

If acted on, will give good protection
to sensitive sites in the AONB. But
the action is limited to reviewing and
influencing the content and delivery of
visitor management plans and open
space strategies surrounding the
AONB. This does not actually change
activity within the AONB.
Builds on the actions of third parties.
But it may have a beneficial effect of

Limited - the actions are
outside of the AONB and rely
of third parties.
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encouraging action.
Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted
throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and
interpretation.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be
consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made
to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work
going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and

Neutral

Neutral
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supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.
The proposed policies give greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. The local authorities
will undertake actions irrespective of this plan but their evidence base may be poorer.
Table 7: Traffic
Traffic flows may increase due to a tendency for people to work at considerable distance from where they live,
increasing commuter traffic, and on the use of cars for recreational day visits.
Management Plan Policies

Benefits of the proposed policies

Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

There is a call minimise the carbon
footprint that would help reduce traffic
flows but it is not clear how. The
action could lead to consistent
guidance and sharing of best practice

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Planning Authorities who
also have policies to address
climate change

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic
travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where
possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.

There is a call to reduce traffic
movement through the AONB. The
action is to work with the Highway
Authority

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Highway Authority

Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment
scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

The policy and its action are more
concerned about the quality of design
rather than the use. But there may be
some benefits linked to ‘green’ travel.

Limited but some opportunities
may be lost.

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or

Neutral

Neutral
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intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.
Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and
signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming
experience for those entering the
AONB.

The policy is not aimed at reducing
traffic flows but traffic management
may be one response to improving
the public realm.
As the actions are to be outside of the
AONB, it will require the support of
third parties.

Limited as this is the
responsibility of the local
authorities and Highway
Authority.

Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so
as to reduce its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs
of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)
should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure
to enable this to happen gradually.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better
understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Neutral

Neutral
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Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of
suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and
recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
heritage assets within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through
education, interpretation and
events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

The action is to review and influence
the content and delivery of visitor
management plans and open space
strategies. The policy may result in
less traffic movement if it were to
promote recreational use of sites
nearer to homes. But this is not
certain and requires actions by third
parties.

Limited as the local authorities
may develop initiatives in any
case. However, there may be
opportunities lost without a
strong local voice advocating
change and helping to prepare
strategies.

Policy EE2: Improvements to the
quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

As above.

Limited - the actions are
outside of the AONB and rely
of third parties.
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Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted
throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and
interpretation.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

It will increase awareness of the
impact on the environment by
developing the on-line/social media
presence for the Chase. It may
engage visitors (and businesses) in
the management of the AONB
through the ‘Love Cannock Chase’
project.
May lead to changed behaviours but
the intent is not to reduce visitor
numbers.

Opportunities could be lost due
to lack of resources and local
knowledge / contacts

Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Action is to be by local authority
transport and green infrastructure
teams. But there is also action to
persuade facility and attraction
providers to act.
May only lead to a change in the type
of vehicle rather than reduce vehicle
movements.

Policy changes may happen
anyway, through the local
authorities. But opportunities
may be lost because the
authorities may not have the
resources to negotiate with
facility and attraction providers.

Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be
consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

The promotion of well-being
programmes could have both positive
and negative impacts on the
environment. Getting people walking
and riding may reduce vehicle
movements. The creation of
programmes where people are bused
to the AONB may increase vehicle
use.

Neutral

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made
to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work
going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer

Neutral

Neutral
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activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.
Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and
supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.

Neutral

Neutral

The proposed policies give minimal greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. The local
authorities will undertake actions irrespective of this plan but opportunities may be lost.
Table 8: Environmental quality
Habitats and water quality will deteriorate because increased traffic and housing/employment development in
the area will increase emissions of oxides of nitrogen and sulphur, as well as carbon monoxide, carbon
dioxide and ozone.
Management Plan Policies

Benefits of the proposed policies

Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

There is a call minimise the carbon
footprint that would help reduce the
impacts of climate change. The action
could lead to consistent guidance and
sharing of best practice

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Planning Authorities who
also have policies to address
climate change

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic
travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where
possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.

There is a call to reduce traffic
movement through the AONB and
reduce air pollution. The action is to
work with the Highway Authority

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Highway Authority

Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment
scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

Neutral

Neutral
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Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or
intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and
signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming
experience for those entering the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so
as to reduce its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs
of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

The intent is to urge others to act to
ensure the Cannock Chase SAC is in
favourable condition. However, the
action to review and influence the
content and delivery of visitor
management plans and open space
strategies surrounding the AONB to
ensure they identify and promote
sites, facilities and activities outside
the AONB boundary that will reduce
the negative impacts of recreation on
sensitive sites in the Chase is a very
useful intervention.
Understanding and appreciation may
increase through the preparation and
dissemination of information.

Lost opportunities.
It is the duty of Natural
England to maintain the
condition of the SAC but it
lacks resources on the ground.
Others will act through the
SAC Partnership but there
may not be the resources to
engage with all management
plan and strategy authors
(except where they are
members of the SAC
Partnership).

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)
should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure

Neutral

Neutral

67 | Page

CRAGGATAK Consulting

www.craggatak.co.uk

Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan Review SEA Environmental Report Draft

to enable this to happen gradually.
Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Will collect data to support monitoring
programmes.

Limited as others collect data
and monitor key species,
including Wildlife Trusts, local
authorities and Natural
England.

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better
understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

May provide an indicator of habitat
deterioration

Limited as others monitor
INNS, including Wildlife Trusts,
local authorities and Natural
England.

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Will collect data to support monitoring
programmes.
It may lead to the research and
monitoring of long term changes in
ground water levels in the Sherbrook
and Oldacre Valleys. This may
determine the causes and inform
necessary action.

Some lost opportunities as
others collect data and monitor
key species, including Wildlife
Trusts, local authorities, the
Environment Agency and
Natural England.
There may be a loss of
impetus.

Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the
Chase.

The policy is to encourage others to
act. But connected habitats are more
resilient to change

Limited as the actions are
outside the AONB and others,
including Wildlife Trusts, local
authorities and Natural
England, will develop
initiatives.

Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of
suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and
recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.

May lead to effective habitat
management

Limited as others, including
Wildlife Trusts, local authorities
and Natural England, will
develop initiatives.

Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
heritage assets within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through

Neutral

Neutral
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education, interpretation and
events.
Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

If acted on, will give good protection
to sensitive sites in the AONB. But
the action is limited to reviewing and
influencing the content and delivery of
visitor management plans and open
space strategies surrounding the
AONB. This does not actually change
activity within the AONB.
It requires the support of and actions
by third parties.

Limited as the local authorities
may develop initiatives in any
case. However, there may be
opportunities lost without a
strong local voice advocating
change and helping to prepare
strategies.

Policy EE2: Improvements to the
quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

As above

Limited - the actions are
outside of the AONB and rely
of third parties.

Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

It will heighten awareness of the
impact on habitats by developing the
on-line/social media presence for the
Chase.

Opportunities could be lost due
to lack of resources and local
knowledge / contacts

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted
throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and
interpretation.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

It will increase awareness of the
impact on the environment by
developing the on-line/social media
presence for the Chase. It may
engage visitors (and businesses) in
the management of the AONB
through the ‘Love Cannock Chase’
project.

Opportunities could be lost due
to lack of resources and local
knowledge / contacts

Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Any reduction in the use of fossil fuels
will be a benefit.
Action is to be by local authority
transport and green infrastructure
teams. But there is also action to
persuade facility and attraction
providers to act.

Policy changes will happen
anyway, through the local
authorities. Climate change is
high on their agendas. But
opportunities may be lost
because the authorities may
not have the resources to
negotiate with facility and
attraction providers.

Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be

Neutral

Neutral

69 | Page

CRAGGATAK Consulting

www.craggatak.co.uk

Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan Review SEA Environmental Report Draft

consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.
Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

The promotion of well-being
programmes could have both positive
and negative impacts on the
environment. Getting people walking
and riding may reduce the use of
fossil fuels. The creation of
programmes where people are bused
to the AONB may increase vehicle
use.

Neutral

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made
to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work
going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and
supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.

Neutral

Neutral

The proposed policies give greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. Other bodies will
undertake actions irrespective of this plan but some opportunities and impetus will be lost.
Table 9: Climate Change
Outcomes are unknown, as limited data in respect of the Cannock Chase AONB. Temperatures in the region
will continue to increase and rainfall will fall in summer and increase in winter in the West Midlands. Without
suitable planning intervention, new developments would be less adapted to climate change.
Management Plan Policies

Benefits of the proposed policies

Policy LCP1: Development
proposals within the AONB should
be of high quality design and
environmental standards,
respecting local distinctiveness, be
complementary in form and scale
with their surroundings, should take
opportunities to enhance their
setting and minimise their carbon
footprint and negative impacts on
the local environment.

There is a call minimise the carbon
footprint that would help reduce the
impacts of climate change. The action
could lead to consistent guidance and
sharing of best practice

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Planning Authorities who
also have policies to address
climate change

Policy LCP2: The impact of traffic
travelling through the Chase on its
tranquillity and other special
qualities should be reduced where

There is a call to reduce air pollution
and the action is to work with the
Highway Authority

Minimal as this is a matter for
the Highway Authority
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possible by encouraging alternative
routes and by reducing speed,
noise and air pollution.
Policy LCP3: Opportunities will be
taken to enhance the contribution
that woodland makes to the
character of the AONB

Woodland is an effective sink of CO2,
one of the greenhouse gases. The
action is to support the work of the
Forestry Commission and other
woodland owners.

Minimal as the woodland
manager in the AONB is the
Forestry Commission. The
Commission’s work will be
directed by its national strategy
and the Commission will
advise other woodland owners.
The Commission’s strategy
does take account of climate
change issues.

Policy LCP4: Agri-environment
scheme measures should be
aligned to deliver the outcomes and
objectives of this Plan.

Neutral

Minimal as this is a matter for
Defra and Natural England.
They will be directed by
national strategies and they
take account of climate change
issues.

Policy LCP5: Advice and practical
guidance should be made available
to new landowners and those
planning changes of use of their
land, such as the keeping of
horses, to conserve and enhance
the Chase’s natural beauty.

Limited

Neutral

Policy LCP6: The quality, location
and usage of recreation
infrastructure maintained by all
major landowners in the Chase
should be consistent and
appropriate to landscape character.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP7: Development that
detracts from landscape character
or impacts on the natural beauty of
the Chase, by obscuring or
intruding on significant public views
into and out of the AONB, should
be resisted.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP8: In the immediate
vicinity of the AONB, the character
of the public realm (e.g.
landscaping around roads and
buildings, public lighting and
signage) should be designed and
maintained so that it reinforces and
complements the landscape
character and quality of the Chase
and provides a welcoming
experience for those entering the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy LCP9: Opportunities should
be promoted to enhance the
character and quality of the
countryside and public open
spaces surrounding the AONB so

Neutral

Neutral
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as to reduce its isolation and create
strong visual and aesthetic links
with surrounding landscapes.
Policy WN1: The international
significance of the Cannock Chase
Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), and the fragility and needs
of its biodiversity, should be fully
taken into account in all forms of
public policy and private practice
that will affect the condition of the
SAC.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN2: The preferred form of
management for most areas of
heathland and associated habitats
(potentially including wood pasture)
should be grazing by livestock.
Steps will be taken to build
consensus and introduce the
necessary sensitive infrastructure
to enable this to happen gradually.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN3: A coordinated
approach across landholdings will
be taken to monitoring and
managing populations of key
species living in the Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN4: The incidence, spread
and impacts of invasive species in
the AONB must be better
understood, and where information
is available, it should be used to
inform land management decisions.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN5: Investigate and
address factors impacting on valley
mires and wetlands to bring them
into favourable condition.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN6: Explore and develop
opportunities to restore heathland
from forestry plantation in the
Chase.

This may have a negative impact on
climate change as forestry plantations
store more CO2 than heathlands. The
supporting action does require
compensation–planting land, so the
effect is likely to be neutral.

Natural England will have a
desire to restore heathland but
may not have the means. So
the effect is also likely to be
neutral.

Policy WN7: The AONB
Partnership will actively support
opportunities to build connected
networks of wildlife sites extending
beyond the AONB, as a means of
enhancing the resilience and
viability of wildlife populations
currently concentrated in the
Chase.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy WN8: The AONB
Partnership will take a leading role
in supporting and facilitating
practical delivery of biodiversity net
gain, through the identification of

Neutral

Neutral
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suitable areas of new habitat that
enhance the resilience and
recovery of wildlife living in the
AONB.
Policy HC1: Improve understanding
of the significance and condition of
heritage assets within the AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC2: Work with landowners,
managers, decision makers and
local communities to positively
manage the historic environment to
ensure its successful conservation
and enhancement.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy HC3: Engage and inspire
local communities and visitors to
enjoy and appreciate the AONB’s
historic environment through
education, interpretation and
events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE1: Wherever possible,
recreational activity should be
moved away from the most
sensitive parts of the AONB,
ensuring that suitable measures
are in place to reduce the negative
impacts of an increase in visitors
(both within and outside the AONB
boundary).

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE2: Improvements to the
quality and connectivity of existing,
and development of new, Green
Infrastructure and Open Space
outside of the AONB boundary
should be supported. This should
involve working with Partners to
help reduce recreational and visitor
pressure within the AONB.

If acted on, will give good protection
to sensitive sites in the AONB. But
the action is limited to reviewing and
influencing the content and delivery of
visitor management plans and open
space strategies surrounding the
AONB. This does not actually change
activity within the AONB.
If projects are followed through, they
may have a beneficial effect on
managing flooding effects of climate
change.
It requires the support of and actions
by third parties.

Limited - the actions are
outside of the AONB and rely
of third parties.

Policy EE3: Visitors and organisers
of groups coming to the AONB, and
in particular the SAC, should be
made more aware of the wealth of
wildlife and sensitive habitats in the
area, their role in conserving it and
the need to seek permission before
organising events.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy EE4: High qualities of visitor
infrastructure and provision, using
best practice environmental design
standards, should be adopted
throughout the AONB, including a
common approach to branding and

Neutral

Neutral
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interpretation.
Policy EE5: Increase awareness
and encourage visitors to play a
positive role in conserving and
enhancing the AONB and to be
‘good environmental ambassadors’.

It may increase awareness of the
impact on climate change by
developing the on-line/social media
presence for the Chase. It may
engage visitors (and businesses) in
the management of the AONB
through the ‘Love Cannock Chase’
project.
It may lead to changed behaviours
that help reduce the impact on
climate change.

Opportunities for changing
behaviours may be lost

Policy EE6: The use of alternative
means of transport by visitors to the
Chase should be explored and
actively promoted.

Any reduction in the use of fossil fuels
will be a benefit. Action is to be by
local authority transport and green
infrastructure teams. But there is also
action to persuade facility and
attraction providers to act.

Policy changes will happen
anyway, through the local
authorities. Climate change is
high on their agendas. But
opportunities may be lost
because the authorities may
not have the resources to
negotiate with facility and
attraction providers.

Policy EE7: Communication with
the public about the AONB,
activities and events should be
consistent, coordinated and
streamlined.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB1: Ways should be
developed to ensure that the
natural benefits that the AONB
delivers are fully taken advantage
of by local communities and help
meet the needs of those
communities, whilst conserving and
enhancing the special qualities of
the AONB.

The promotion of well-being
programmes could have both positive
and negative impacts on the climate.
Getting people walking and riding
may reduce the use of fossil fuels.
The creation of programmes where
people are bused to the AONB may
increase vehicle use.

Neutral

Policy CB2: Efforts should be made
to fully engage stakeholders,
businesses, community and other
interested groups with the work
going on in the AONB, helping
them to shape and influence it.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB3: Coordinate volunteer
activities throughout the AONB and
draw on the skills developed by
different organisations; Increase
involvement by local communities
and businesses in activities that
support the special qualities of the
AONB.

Neutral

Neutral

Policy CB4: Local businesses
should be encouraged and
supported to develop high quality
products and services, and growth
and innovation, that support the
special qualities and the AONB
brand.

Neutral

Neutral
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The proposed policies give marginally greater environmental benefits than the ‘do-nothing situation. The
government, its agencies and the local authorities will undertake actions irrespective of this plan but some
opportunities will be lost. AONB Management Plans cannot easily address many of the issues that affect
climate; there area of influence is generally too narrow.
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Appendix 7: SEA Objectives and links to State of the AONB Reporting
Indicator 5-point quality scale
Score

Comment

1

Fit for purpose

2

Adequate

3

Indicative only

4

Inadequate

5

Absent

Objectives

SEA Indicators (73)

Some minor improvements desirable
Not considered accurate
Little relevance to the AONB
No available data
Quality

Comment

Environmental Objectives
E1

E2

Biodiversity

Population

% of SSSIs in favourable condition

1

The area of priority BAP habitats and the %
that are managed under agri-environment
schemes

1

The condition of broad BAP habitats in SSSIs

1

The area of deciduous woodland plus the area
of Forestry Commission estate

1

Condition of ancient woodland

1

The area managed under Environmental
Stewardship

1

The average annual values of current
Environmental Stewardship agreements

1

Socio-economic profiles

State of the AONB Report

Local Authorities
State of the AONB Report
Forestry Commission
State of the AONB Report
Natural England

1

State of the AONB Report
Census / Local Authorities

1

State of the AONB Report

2

State of the AONB Report
Census / Local Authorities

Agricultural Survey statistics

1

Defra

Tourism statistics, including % employed in
tourism and the number of tourism businesses
in the protected landscape and within 5 miles.

2

Resident population within the AONB
Levels of deprivation

Percentage of population of working age
Percentage change in population
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Natural England

Local Authorities

1

State of the AONB Report
Census / Local Authorities

1

State of the AONB Report
Census / Local Authorities
State of the AONB Report

Employment rate
No of jobs by sector

2

Increase in rural skills

5

None presented

Total visitor spend

4

Local Authorities

Crime levels

4

Indices of deprivation

Crime perception

4

Indices of deprivation

CRAGGATAK Consulting

www.craggatak.co.uk

Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan Review SEA Environmental Report Draft

E3

E4

E5

E6

Human
Health

Soil

Water

Air & Climate

Distribution of open space

1

The area of land that is actually accessible
under CROW, plus land with existing access
rights that pre-determine CROW Access

1

Length of existing public rights of way

1

The amount of open and linear access brought
about by agri- environment agreements

1

% traffic flows A513 & A460

1

Highway Authority

Access to key services.

3

Indices of deprivation

Distribution of current housing stock – by
tenure and type including affordable housing

2

Quality of housing (decent homes standard)

4

Census

Vacant housing and second homes.

4

Census

Percentage of journeys made by foot or cycle

4

Census / Local Authorities

Average distance and travel times by journey
type

4

Spatial location of agricultural land (and
classification)

1

State of the AONB Report
Defra Agricultural Statistics

Number and condition of local geological sites

1

Natural England

Heathland soil PH levels

4

Not presented

Water resource features

1

Environment Agency

% rivers and lakes achieving good ecological
status environment data

1

State of the AONB Report
Environment Agency

Pollution incidents (by source)

1

Environment Agency

Water availability

3

Environment Agency

Water abstraction data

2

Environment Agency

Water use

3

Environment Agency

Flood risk

2

Environment Agency

2

Local Authorities
www.apis.ac.uk

2

Local Authorities
www.apis.ac.uk

1

Environment Agency
www.apis.ac.uk

Headline air quality indicator (future trends in
air quality)

2

Met office stats
www.apis.ac.uk

Greenhouse gas emissions (M tonnes carbon
equivalent)

3

Greenhouse gas emissions by source.

3

DECC / DEFRA

The number of listed buildings, scheduled
monuments, registered parks & gardens, and
registered battlefields

1

State of the AONB Report
Historic England
Local Authorities

The presence of existing AQMAs
AQMAs, their objectives and whether they are
being met.
Emissions of air pollutants by source.

E7

Heritage

77 | Page

CRAGGATAK Consulting

State of the AONB Report
State of the AONB Report

www.craggatak.co.uk

State of the AONB Report
Natural England

State of the AONB Report

Census / Local Authorities

DECC / DEFRA

Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan Review SEA Environmental Report Draft

Heritage at Risk – both statistics e.g. % of
heritage assets ‘at risk, plus GIS datasets
under licence

1

Number of conservation areas and % of area
covered by designation

1

Historic England / Local
Authorities

1

Historic England / Local
Authorities

1

Historic England / Local
Authorities

1

Historic England / Local
Authorities

% of conservation areas with published
management proposals

1

Historic England / Local
Authorities

Number and condition of local heritage assets

4

Local Authorities

Improvements in the condition of historic and
archaeological sites and features

4

Historic England / Local
Authorities

Number of heritage asset planning consent
decisions per year

4

Number of school visits to historic sites

4

Number of local authorities with Heritage
Champions

4

Local Landscape Character Assessments

2

AONB / Local authorities

Fixed point photography

1

State of the AONB Report

Light pollution maps

2

State of the AONB Report

Tranquillity maps

2

State of the AONB Report

Extent, condition and change in characteristic
landscape features.

1

Condition of Scheduled Monuments
Condition of Listed Buildings
Condition of registered parks and gardens

E8

E9

Landscape

Material
assets

State of the AONB Report

AONB
Local Authorities

State of the AONB Report

The uptake of selected ES options that
contribute towards the good condition of
landscape elements and/or landscape
character

Natural England
1

The uptake of selected ES options that
contribute towards the protection of natural
resources

1

The area covered by the England Woodland
Grant Scheme (WGS), plus the area of ancient
woodland in WGS

1

Balance between coniferous and native
broadleaf tree species (aerial photography)

1

Spatial location of mineral reserves

1

Local planning authorities

Renewable energy generation

1

Local planning authorities

Incidents of fly tipping

4

Local authorities

3

Waste disposal authorities
and waste planning
authorities.

3

Waste disposal authorities

National Framework Data

National Framework Data

Total waste arisings

Recycling rates
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and waste planning
authorities.
E10

No adverse
effects
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Appendix 8: Précis of consultation responses
LEFT BLANK
Awaiting consultation
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